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Dance Drama, Chandalika

Festive-medley from India S
In-house dance-song-drama ensemble . ﬁ 5“%'”
IBCAJ kids band

Games and many more
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Financial Statement of IBCAJ 2022 Durgapuja

DURGA PUJA 2022
Statement of Collection & Expenses

Income Amount(JPY) Expenditure Amount(JPY)

Member & Guest Contributions 718,500]Hall Rent 93,849

Sponsors & Donations 164,303 Food 365,789
Gifts & Raffle Draw prizes 18,726
Puja Marketing & Other Rentals 26,400
Transportation Charges 48,000
Event Promotions 12,917
Cultural Event related expenses 8,000
Surplus 309.122]

| Total Income 882.803] Grand Total 882,803
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

IR BT I
Embassy of India
2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 102 0074

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my congratulatons to the
India (Bengal) Cultural Association in Japan (IBCA)) which is organizing the
Durga Puja in Tokyo on 22 & 23 October 2023.

2. 1 am happy to note that IBCAJ has been organizing the Durga Puja
celebrations to carry forward our Indian traditions and values. The
celebrations also provide a wonderful occasion to our Japanese friends to
enjoy culture of India, and thus promotes mutual understanding and
friendship leading to strengthening of P2P pillar of India-Japan Special
Strategic & Global Partnership.

3. As you are aware, Embassy of India Tokyo has been celebrating all
festivals of India as part of our efforts to connect our Japanese friends more
closely with India and our cultural values and ethos. I invite the Indian
diaspora to join hands with the Embassy to further deepen our cultural
engagement with Japan and celebrate India i.e., Bharat in Japan together
with our Japanese friends.

4. 1would also to congratulate IBCA] for bringing out their annual literary
e-magazine “Agomoni”, which is a wonderful platform for literary expressions
from the community.

5. On this auspicious occasion, I convey my best wishes to my fellow
Indians and Japanese friends for their good health, prosperity and
happiness. -

(SISi _Goorgo)

Tokyo
September 14, 2023

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036 - Fax: +81-3-3262-2301 : E-mail amb tokvo@mea 0ov.in : amboffice tokvofdmea gov.in
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Another year has just passed by, and it is the time to celebrate Bengalis’ biggest festival Durga Puja. We
are really proud to be able to continue celebrating this festival for a straight 12 years in one of the busiest cities
in the world. This was possible only because of the collective strength of our members, their co-operations and
absolute dedication toward IBCAJ.

This year is our twelfth year of Durga Puja as we started back in 2012. Agomoni started publishing from
the following year 2013. So, this is the 11t year of Agomoni.

We are privileged to celebrate our 12t year in a very important juncture where just in 2021 Kolkata
Durga Puja has been registered as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO. This is a proud
moment for all of us and I feel extremely happy to share this news with everyone.

All of us spent possibly one of the darkest phases of our life in the past three years during the pandemic.
When I started penning down a similar message for Agomoni back in 2020, I had an unknown fear and a great
uncertainty about overcoming this adversity. The end of the tunnel was not visible and I, personally, was not
sure by when we would be able to organize Durgapuja in full scale again. For the past three years, we have had
to follow various covid protocols and despite our reluctance, we could not allow large number of guests to join
the Puja. We had to scale down the celebration considerably and abide many rules and regulations.
Nevertheless, we all unitedly worked to continue the traditions and observe the rituals.

It gives me immense pleasure to note that those dark days are finally behind us. With the blessings of
Maa Durga nothing severe happened to our members and their immediate family members during the
pandemic. Further, this year, we are able to organize Durga Puja again in full scale and without any
restrictions. This have been possible only for our members. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our
magazine team and the cultural team for their tireless work for the last three months. I would also like to thank
our social media team for helping IBCAJ to reach out to the maximum possible people in Japan both from
Indian as well as Japanese diaspora. It was impossible without their help in this new age of information
technology.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to The Embassy of India in Japan for their constant
support and guidance. The year 2023 marks the India-Japan year of tourism with the theme Connecting
Himalayas with Mount Fuji. We are extremely happy and proud to be part of this initiative. I sincerely hope
that through this and other similar initiatives in the future, Indo-Japan relationship will reach a new height and
cross new milestones.

I would also like to thank all of our sponsors for their continuous support and holding our hands
throughout in this journey.

Last but not the least, on this auspicious occasion, let us forget our pains, sorrows, pride and arrogance
and come closer to create a bond of unity and integrity. Let us pray to Ma Durga for our good health and
prosperity for the coming days.

HAPPY DURGA PUIJA to all of you.

Date: 22 October 2023
Swapan Kumar Biswas
Place: Tokyo,
(President, IBCAJ)
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EMPOWERING PEOPLE

Oryxpeer inc
1Yy AL T -t &

\\

¢

SAP TRAINING & LEARNING
CENTRE OPENING SOON

Oryxpeer today offers consuiting services
in the areas of Engineering Strategic
Management, Business Transformation
Management, BPO, Operations

WE ARE HIRING THE FOLLOWING SAP Project Manager (Tokyo)

E-commerce (Tokyo)

POSITIONS AND MORE D365 F&O (Tokyo)
SAP MNP (Tokyo) Automotive Electronics Engineer (Tokyo/Other location)
SAP MM/EWM Automotive Mechanical Engineer (Tokyo/Other location)

SAP EWM (Tokyo/Other location)

SAP SD (Tokyo) SEND YOUR CV TO INFO@ORYXPEER.COM

VISIT US ADDRESS

oryxpeer.com 4-1Kioi-Cho, BC 2715 Hotel New Otani, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 102-0094
102-0094 REHFHRBRLEHAI] 4-1-2N5 XX A3 - b RFLZa—F—4=
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Kuala Lampur, Malaysia, covered by Susmita Majumdar (Kolkata)

"Some memories remain etched in our mind that gives

Malaysia. We had heard exciting stories of Malaysian

us pleasure whenever we reminisce. My son Aveek Bengali Association (MBA) organized puja and we

and his family are residents of Kuala Lumpur,

were eager to participate in it.

10
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In 2019 we had a unique opportunity of experiencing
an overseas Puja festival. Initially we were a bit
apprehensive, being strangers and senior citizens, how
the group would accept and integrate us among their
midst. To our utter surprise we found that overseas
Bengalis are inclined to the Bengali Customs more
than the residents of Bengal.

They received us wholeheartedly without any
inhibition. Our participation started with their
“Ananda Mela” function; an array of Bengali Cuisine
prepared by most of the families.

We took active part and prepared Paratha, Ghugni and
Paneer roll with active participation from Sohini and
our daughter Atreyi ( she came all the way from
Sydney Australia to be a part of the festival). The
items were consumed like hot cakes. We took food
from other counters as our family was relieved from
cooking dinner.

Next day Puja started with great devotion and all the
rituals were followed with respect and seriousness.The
organizing body planned each event so meticulously
that the events were absolutely hassle free.

An astounding experience: we saw the ladies group
cooking “Mayer Bhog” themselves for offering to the
Goddess Durga.

This practice was continued for all four days of the
festival. All members, guests and their family joined
in the community lunch and dinner where 300

Lagos, Nigeria

Lagos is economical capital of Nigeria. Weather is
like Mumbai. 3rd mainland bridge is connecting the
big city. Here many Indians are doing business for
last 150 years. As the country has huge economical
importance in Africa so various MNC s are also doing
business here. The country is 7th largest oil producer
in world. To support and run the economy many
Indians are working here in different roles. You will
find Indians almost in various organizations. So
many Bengalis are here also for the same reason.
Different state has their own state organizations to
promote their culture and festivals here to the
newcomer. Similarly we created our own Bengali
organization called Lagos Bangiyo Parishad. As need
of professional people are not staying permanently

Krakow, Poland

As the President of the Krakow Bengalis' Association,
it gives me immense pleasure to extend my warmest
congratulations to the Indian Bengali Cultural
Association of Japan on their 12th anniversary of
Durga Puja celebrations. This grand occasion not only

members participated.

Another unique feature: senior citizens were allocated
separate table for lunch and dinner where they were
served by their volunteers. This shows their concern
and respect towards their seniors.

The evenings were assigned for cultural programme
where members show cased their talents. New
generation kids speaking broken Bengalee also
participated wholeheartedly to show respect towards
their roots. Our son’s family — Aveek, Sohini and
Mirra took part in several programs. The programs
were of high quality but we sensed that real objectives
of such events were to foster goodwill and
brotherhood among the members.

“Kumari Puja” was performed where young daughters
of members were dressed like Goddesses and were
offered puja to them.

Purohit was flown from Kolkata who was very happy
with the organisers’ devotion and hospitality.

On Bijaya Dasami day there was a grand feast which
marked the concluding event of the function. We
happen to participate in overseas Durga Puja in US
and Singapore, but Malaysian Bengalee Association’s
Puja made a deep mark in our mind for their
spontaneity and simplicity of the whole arrangement."

https://mba.org.my/

here like USA or UK, so our members varies from
150 to 200 in Lagos every year .In the year of 1980
our people started Durga pujo in small way with
pictures of Ma Durga. We used to shift our venues.
From 2004 we fixed our venue in Hotel new Castle.
We Brought idol in 2007 and changed in 2017 and
again changing this year. During pujo days we
celebrate for all five days from sasthi to vijaya
Dashami as per thithi. We also organized different
cultural programs to promote Bengali culture and
teach our young generation about our heritage. Many
Indians are joining with us during pujo.

We distribute our foods to all devotees during pujo
days.
https://www.facebook.com/LagosBongiyoParishad

marks a milestone for the association but also
highlights the cultural unity and diversity of the
Bengali community in Japan.

The publication of their annual magazine, Agomoni,

11
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during the Durga Puja celebrations, adds another layer
of excitement and joy to this already jubilant occasion.

The Krakow Bengalis’ Association is also gearing up
to celebrate its 3rd Durga Puja, marking another
significant milestone in their journey to promote and
preserve Bengali culture in the heart of Poland. This
vibrant association, established with the aim of
bringing together Bengalis residing in Krakow, has
been instrumental in fostering a sense of community
and celebrating the rich traditions of Durga Puja.

One of the highlights of the event will be the cultural
program, showcasing the diverse talents of the Bengali
community in Krakow. This platform not only allows
the community members to showcase their talents but
also serves as an opportunity for the locals to
experience and appreciate the richness of Bengali
traditions.

The Krakow Bengalis' Association has always been
committed to inclusivity and open to embracing
individuals from all walks of life. They believe that
cultural celebration goes beyond boundaries and are
thrilled to witness the growing interest and

Greater Atlanta, USA

The Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta (BAGA)
was established in 1979 by our founding members,
many of whom are no longer with us. The association
was founded to bring together the Bengali community
and celebrate Durga Puja far away from home.
Currently, we have almost 250 member families.

We have been organizing Durga puja for 43 years. As
an association, our primary purpose is to promote our
diversity of rich bengali cultural heritage through
charitable, educational, and literary activities.

Our calendar of events and activities includes
Saraswati Puja, Mahalaya, Durga Puja, Lakshmi Puja,
Kali Puja religious festivities, and a yearly Picnic. The
main challenges we face in our activities are the
customary issues of a fast-growing organization. The

organization grew to the largest one in the
Luton, UK
The Luton Bengali Cultural Association was

established in 1996 by our founding Secretary
Shyamal Kanti Roy. The association was founded to
bring together the Bengali community and celebrate
Durga Puja far away from home. Currently, we have
15 members.

We have been organizing Durga Puja since 2017. As

participation from the local Polish community in all
festivities. It is heartening to witness the exchange of
cultures and the building of bridges between different
communities, fostering understanding and promoting
harmony.

The association's dedication to preserving Bengali
culture extends beyond the festive season. We organize
regular cultural events, workshops, and language days,
providing a platform for Bengalis in Krakow to
connect with their roots and pass on their traditions to
the younger generation. This commitment to cultural
preservation ensures that the legacy of Bengali heritage
remains alive and thriving in the heart of Poland.

Durga Puja celebrations are a testament to the power of
community, the richness of tradition, and the spirit of
unity. Let us join hands in celebrating this joyous
occasion and embracing the cultural tapestry that
makes our world a more beautiful place.

Shubho Durga Puja!

https://kbapoland.com/

southeastern United States. Our Pujas are attended by
many of our friends from neighboring states.

The highlight of our Durga Puja celebrations is the
wholesome ambiance and inimitable flavor of the Puja
festivities (cultural programs/ community
engagement/ food festival/dhunuchi nrityo/ Shankho
bajano protijogita, etc.).

Our message for our new friends in Tokyo is to have a
vision for future growth and something for everyone,
which becomes more and more essential as the
organization grows. There is something appropriate
for our seniors, younger boys, and girls, and even for
our kids, to provide each of them the feeling of
belonging to the organization with the rich cultural
heritage of Bengal.

https://www.baga.net/

an association, our main purpose is to bring together
the extended Bengali/Indian community and celebrate
our auspicious occasions. This event also provides an
opportunity to expose our children and future
generations to our rich culture and traditions. Our
calendar of events and activities include organizing
Durga Puja and Saraswati Puja.

12
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The highlight of our Durga Puja celebrations includes
Cultural Performances by the members and kids,
Aarati, Sindoor Khela and Dhamail and Bijoya
Sanmilami. Our message for our new friends in Tokyo
is by celebrating Durga Puja and experiencing the
vibrant culture and traditions of Bengal and India you

Singapore, Singapore

As the President of the Bengali Association
Singapore, I am delighted to express my deepest
regards and congratulations to the Indian Bengali
Cultural Association of Japan on their 12th
anniversary of Durga Puja celebrations. It is
heartening to see the spread of Bengali culture &
traditions in Japan through the Association.

Durga Puja has been celebrated in Singapore since the
establishment of BAS in 1956. Since its inception in
1956, the Bengali Association Singapore (BAS) has
played a pivotal role in preserving and promoting
Bengali culture within  Singapore.  Originally
comprising 50 families, the association has grown
exponentially, currently boasting over 1,000 member
families. BAS organizes a diverse array of events
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Stuttgart, Germany

In 1995 this festival of Durga Puja was started in the

South German city of Stuttgart by Mr Tushar Kanti
Ganguly and his friends. Stuttgart is the headquarters

foster unity and harmony among diverse communities.
Also, it is an opportunity to show case our rich
traditions to the local Japanese community.

https://www.facebook.com/lutondurgapuja

throughout the year, including the celebration of
significant Bengali festivals like Durga Puja, Bengali
theatre, Annual Shanksritik Shondhya, Bengali New
Year, and Rabindra Jayanti.

Over the years, BAS has fostered a close relationship
with the team at the Ministry of Culture, Community,
and Youth (MCCY). Collaborating on numerous
initiatives, BAS's efforts have garnered appreciation
from MCCY.

‘Sharodiya r Subechha & Abhinandan’ to all members
of Indian Bengali Cultural Association of Japan!

Dr. Sowmya Mitra
https://www.bas.sg/
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https://www.apcatweb.com/

of Mercedes and Porsche. Today this is the oldest Puja
in South Germany and is being continued by his son
Timir Kanti Ganguly and his friends. Popularly known
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as "Ganguly barir Puja" as it is tries to create the
atmosphere of a homely Durga Puja unlike the more
commercial ones. Bengalis and Indians who like the
"ghoroa"(homely) type of the Puja come to attend this
annual ritual which is celebrated for 5 days around this
time of the year. The Ganguly puja maintains the Puja
ritual timings like the same in India. This year the

Bogota, Columbia

Durga Pooja is one of the main festival in India
particularly for eastern part of India. The unification of
Goddess Durga ties all Indians in a cohesive bond
across the planet. It is jointly celebrated with
Navaratras which is most popular in the Northern and
Western part of India.

Durga pooja’s essence is to commemorate the victory
of good over evil and divine feminist. It begins with
the welcome of Goddess as Mahalaya and ends with
Vijaya Dashami. To fight off the demon king,
Mabhishashura, all gods came together to worship Adi
Shakti and what emerged out was Goddess Durga who
killed the demon on the 10th day of fight. Durga Puja
is celebrated with much pomp among all Bengalis
from Indian community across the globe.

”Daandiya” is a very popular dance form that is

observed during these nine days of celebration, where
men and women dance with colorful sticks on music
beats that is said to be a recreation of battle between
the Devi and demon.
Colombia is primarily a Catholic country however,
Colombia has embraced Durga Puja as their own
festival and equally love and respect our Indian
tradition and customs. They perform and participate
with us with the same enthusiasm in all the cultural
activities that takes place during the time.

colf@ea, Teie
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priest is coming from Frankfurt to officiate. Cultural
activities are also performed by local artists and also a
Bengali street food festival is planned this year.

For further information about the Puja visit the website
at www.ganguly.de/durgapuja

Durga pooja is a festival that brings people together.
Durga pooja is organized every year to celebrate one
out of many Indian Culture in Colombia. Durga Pooja
celebration in Bogota, Colombia had started in 2015
and this will be the 9th year of the celebration in
Bogota.

The event runs purely on donations and different
people serve voluntarily. During the pandemic, we
organized Durga pooja on a smaller scale.

The Indian Community at Bogota served more than
400 lunches to express our gratitude to the first-line
Doctors, nurses, and medical staff for their tireless
efforts to fight against Covid 19. We also donated to
the Mission of Charity. In 2019, Durga Pooja, Bogota
got 10th position among Durga Pooja held worldwide.
Durga Pooja 2023 will be organized on a magnificent
scale with various activities including both Colombian
and Indian cultural performances being a major
attraction. Government officials from both countries
have been invited to grace this auspicious occasion.
Please visit our page for more information.
https://www.facebook.com/BogotaDurgaPuja
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