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[With a storm raging in our hearts, we look to the horizon. Separated from our kin and motherland by the
tumultuous seas and tumultuous time that we find ourselves in. We are graced by the sun as we stand in
the land where it rises. The red rising sun will bring with it a new dawn. The rising sun will raise our spirits
and cleanse this world of malign. The rising sun unites us with our near ones afar, as we are all children
under the same red sun. The storm clouds are scattering and it is getting clearer. Our Mother, our strength,
our life force surrounds us. Ma Durga is here.]
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IBCA

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

JAPAN

Dear Readers

Another memorable year has just passed by after the publication of Agomoni 2020. We all have seen many
ups and down in our own life as well as in our collective lives. We fought together during the tough time,
shared our joy and agonies and have never given up. Tough time made us even stronger and taught us many
important and larger lessons of life. Finally, the time has come to celebrate the Holy Durga Puja and yet
another publication of Agomoni 2021.

Incidentally, this is our 10t year of Durga Puja in Tokyo. India's diversified culture and festivals bring all the
communities together, thus, pay a pivotal role in building a strong community. Durga Puja is certainly one of
the main festivals not only for Bengalis but also for the entire nation.

Owing to COVID restrictions, we were in dilemma whether we can celebrate Durga Puja in Tokyo. It was
never an easy task. We are constantly in touch with the hall management, local government, Tokyo city
government and following up each restriction, rules, dos, don’ts, etc. Truly, we have been getting ample
support from each of them and only because of their kind support; today we are celebrating the Durga Puja.

Like other previous years, this celebration of Durga Puja in Tokyo comes with the publication of the much-
awaited annual Magazine, “AGOMONI”. Due to limited logistics and other restrictions, we are not able to
publish the print version of this ninth edition, and the web-only version is made available to our readers.
However, I must express my sincere thanks and gratitude to all editorial members of Agomani and
contributors for their hard work in making it possible to publish this magazine, even during these difficult
times.

It's also an immense pleasure to note and convey to you all that every year we have some new members
joining in our this India(Bengali) Cultural Association Japan (IBCAJ). Their fresh energies and enthusiasms
help us to be more active, productive and remain strong & young in any given condition.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to The Indian Embassy in Japan for their constant
support and guidance. I would also like to thank all of our sponsors, for their cordial support and for always
being with us.

Last but not the least, on this auspicious occasion; Let us pray to Maa Durga for our good health, prosperity
and a better tomorrow.

HAPPY DURGA PUJA to all of you.

Date: 5th October 2021

Place: Tok
ace: lokyo Naba Kumar Ghosh

(President, IBCA Japan)
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Embassy of India, Tokyo

Mayank Joshi R F7 TSIgTary, S

Charge d’ Affaires a.i.

=
Message
| am delighted to extend my warm wishes and congratulations to

the India (Bengal) Cultural Association in Japan ( IBCA)), in their efforts to
organise the Durga Puja festival in Tokyo on October 10, 2021.

2. Durga Puja, one of the most awaited festivals of India, especially in
the state of West Bengal, epitomizes the victory of good over evil. It is a
symbolic reminder of human interdependence with nature. It is in part, a
harvest festival, celebrating the goddess as the motherly power behind all
of life and creation. The Durga Puja festival is a collective occasion for
promoting cultural & people-to-people linkages between India & Japan.

3. | congratulate IBCA] for their annual literary e-magazine
“Agomoni”. The community & friends of India in Japan eagerly look
forward to Agomoni every year. The e-magazine is a treasure of wonderful
literary expressions & artful experiences shared by talented contributors.

4. On this auspicious occasion, | convey my best wishes to my fellow
Indians and Japanese friends for good health, prosperity and happiness.

(Mayank Joshi)
Tokyo
01* October 2021
Embassy of India, 2-2-11 Kudan Minaml, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 0074
Telephone : +81-3-3262-2391 to 97 Fax : +81-3-3234-4866 https/iwww.indembassy-tokyo.gov.in
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BN CTINTF T 513 Painting by Samayeeta Basu, Chinsurah

Off we go- Pa/nt/ng by An/ka Debnath A walk by the I(amogéwa- Pémt/ng by
Tokyo Ritaja Dasgupta, Kyoto
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Painting by Ananya Kothari, /ISJ, Tokyo
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Recipe Corner

Chocolate cake by Anindita Datta

—

The not so perfect looking cake yet the
droolworthy cake that would make
your dear and near ones asking for
more.

Go ahead and make it on special days
or just as a snack on ordinary days.

You thought you would need an oven,
no, only a microwave will do the job.

Things that you would need other than
the ingredients.

1. A big bowl to mix everything.

2. Microwave safe glass or porcelain
baking tray (I used a round bowl).

3. Parchment paper

4. A brush to grease the baking tray

Ingredients:

1. All-purpose flour- 1 cup

2. Sugar- 1 cup (I used powdered brown sugar and you can always adjust as
per your taste. You may use a grinder to grind the sugar if it's not
powdered)

Cocoa- Little less than % cup

Baking powder- 2 tablespoon

Baking soda- a pinch

Eggs: 3 (Kept at room temperature)

Qil- 72 cup (I used canola oil, you may use any vegetable oil)
Vanilla essence- 1 teaspoon

. Butter-to grease (at room temperature)

10 Dry fruits (optional)

OCRXNDOT AW
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Method:

1.

B w

© ®

First, grease a baking tray with butter, line it with a parchment paper, and
keep it aside.

Take a clean and dry bowl and first sieve the all-purpose flour so that there
are no lumps.

Add the sugar and give it a mix.

Sieve the cocoa powder, baking powder and baking soda together and give
it a mix.

Add the eggs, oil and vanilla essence, mix everything, and ensure that there
are no lumps.

Feel free to add raisins, cashew nuts, walnuts or almonds although these are
optional, and | did not use any.

Transfer this batter to the baking tray. You may also divide the batter into two
baking trays and place it in microwave separately.

Place it in a microwave.

Set the power to High. | used 700 watts as that’s the highest for the
microwave | use and first bake for 4 mins. After 4 mins check with a toothpick
if the consistency is right. If required switch on the microwave for another 30-
60 secs and check again. Once done, don’t take it out, keep it inside for 5-
10 mins, and let it set and then take it out.

Go ahead, slice the cake, and eat it as it is. However, if you would like to do a
little bit more then you may follow the next steps.

Q%@>
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10 years of IBCA]J

Soumya Dutta, Tokyo
The one organization of all ... IBCAJ.

Being at the heart of the most robotic city of all , lies an organization of pure
hearted, passionate individuals who crave not only for the glory of the mighty
Durga but also the humility of following the path bestowed upon us by our
ancestors which is to take our culture forward.

It is not an organization that belongs to any individual but the lust for becoming
that almighty keeps driving people away from the common values of respect and
brotherhood. Yes it is the love the brotherhood the humility that survives. Nothing
but the heart ... nothing but the heart is the cry but heart is just an organ on fire
most often than not and far far away from the brain where there is calmness, there
is intelligence. 10 years of IBCAJ is an ode to several minds who showed calmness
of spirit, unfathomable intelligence to make it where we are now.

The nasty era had been witnessed by time with cautious eyes as the air echoes
saying history repeats itself. However, what is darkness without a promise of
another grand tale of victory by light.

Never be afraid to stand for the right; never forget to foster the brotherhoods the
sisterhoods, o IBCAJans. Remember plurality, empathy, is our strength.

Never surrender never diminish never ever lose your charisma o IBCAJ, you
beauty. Remember that for you even the unwanted, the vagabonds, the homeless
like us have a home away from home.
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About us

The journey so far

Our Organisation was formed in 2007
to bring the Bengalis living in
Japan together with the desire of
imparting a feeling of ‘Home away from
Home’. The name was “Kolkata Cultural
Society, Japan”. However, more than
being Bengalis we are Indians so we
broadened our reach to the
Indian Diaspora living in Tokyo and
renamed our Association to “India Bengal
(Cultural) Association, Japan” in 2014.
One of the founder members is Mr.
Motoyuki Negishi, whose father was
close aide to Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. At present our organisation
consists of around 30 families as
members comprising of people from
various corners of India. Apart from these
there are many other Indian, Bangladeshi
and Japanese families who actively participate in all our programs despite not
being registered members.

Cultural endeavors

The cultural heritage of India is well known world over and Bengal is known to be
the cultural capital of India. Being in Tokyo, far away from our motherland, we felt
that it is essential and our prime duty to promote our rich culture lest so that we
and our future generations never forget it. We have been organising Cultural
Programs round the year by combining them with festivals and events like Durga
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Puja, Saraswati Puja, Holi, Rabindra
Jayanti, New Year and Independence
Day celebrations. The Durga Puja and
Saraswati Puja organised by us is one
of the most popular events in the area
and is visited by people in huge
numbers. Most of the performances in
these cultural programs are designed,
composed and performed by the
members of our organisation. Special

emphasis is given to kids’ performances to
groom them for the future and to inculcate the
Indian culture in them.

Cultural exchange

National - We indulge in Cultural Exchange
Programs with other Indian Associations in
Tokyo by inviting them to perform in our
programs and participating in programs
organised by
them.

Prantik Sundarban Welfare Association
Purba Piyali, Kalariya, Jibantala, South 24 Parganas, 743370
UB5300WB2020NPL238493

International

Money Receipt

- To foster AP i
cross-cultural
eXCh a n g e Ri:i‘:f:v:g::: India (Bengal) Cultural Association, Japan

An amount of: Rs.36203

between India and Japan we have been hosting
Japanese troupes/performers to regularly
perform in our programs.

Towards: Donation for Yaas relief for ghoramar iland people

Contribution to social causes o v
During natural calamities, such as the massive
earthquake, which struck Nepal in April2015,we | & B
offer assistance to the distressed people by
<o °0
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donating Blankets, Clothes, Dry Foods, Tents etc We also cooperate W|th the
Japan Vedanta Society with financial support. We are currently in process of
reaching out to other Japanese NGOs to collaborate in social welfare here in Japan
within our limited capabilities.

Leisure, food and sports

Apart from cultural and social activities, we often indulge in outdoor camps with
friends and family. Birthdays are celebrated cumulatively at the end of each month.
Well, our enjoyment is not only limited to that. IBCAJ has its cricket team, called
“‘Bengal Samurai”. We often set foot on the playground on weekend mornings for
practice.

IBCAJ introduced a new event recently, “llish Utshab” to relish one of the most
famous Bengali cuisine... llish (the Bengaki name for Hilsa fish). After all, its not
just another association, it's a family, and we call it “IBCAJ”. If you too would like
to be a member of this family, please feel free to drop an e-mail or message to one
of the addresses given at the back of this magazine.

@
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Current members of India (Bengal) Cultural Association

=<3 O Cor—®0n

Mr Amlan Debnath
Dr Rajarshi DasGupta
Ms Anindita Datta (Magazine Coordinator)
(Jt. Secretary)
Dr Rajib Shaw
Mr Anish Dey
Dr Ruma Mondal
Mr Bidesh Mondal

Mr Samriddha Sengupta
Dr Bhaskar DasGupta
Mr Bhaskar Deb Mr Sanjib Chatterjee
(Treasurer)

Mr Dipankar Biswas
Mr Sanjib Sanyal
Ms Jayeesha Ghosh
Mr Soumya Dutta
Mr Kalaswan Datta (Vice-President)
(Coordinator, Cultural Committee)
Mr Soumyadeep Mukherjee
Mr Kaushik Paul

(Coordinator Outdoor Events) Ms Somdatta Banerjee
Dr Kaustav Bhattacharyya Mr Srinesh Kundu
Mr Kumar Sankar Roy Mr Subhasis Pramanik

(Jt. Secretary)
Mr Mrinmoy Das

Mr Subrata Pal
Mr Naba Kumar Ghosh

(President) Dr Suchandra Banerjee
Dr Nabarun Roy

Mr Sugam Ghosh
Mr Naba Gopal Roy

Dr Sukanya Mishra
Mr Pallab Sarkar

(Coordinator, Media wing) Mr Swapan Kumar Biswas

(Advisor to the working committee)
Dr Pradipta Mukherjee

Mr Punit Tyagi
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Message from Ex-members

ey

Sudipto Saha

“The festival of Durga Puja is so special to Bengalee.lt is not only about
worshipping the Goddess but a lot more, involving new clothes, delicious
foods, banter and fun, meeting new people, rejoicing with friends, hopping
from pandals to pandals and what not. In a single word, it’s *“Joy Unlimited”*.
That is why we wait so eagerly for the event the whole year-round.

In Tokyo, IBCAJ has been creating the same atmosphere year on year with
relentless efforts and immaculate arrangements. The enthusiasm and
dedication with which the event is arranged both devotionally and culturally
creates an environment of home away from home and is worth participating
in. As an ex-member of IBCAJ, | still feel privileged to be a part of it when we
were in Tokyo.”

| congratulate IBCAJ for their effort and hope that the show will continue with
the same fervor in the future.

-

We had been members of IBCAJ for more than 3 years. It was an amazing
experience with fond and vivid memories!! While we will give it a miss this
year, we wish IBCAJ all the best in its tenth anniversary of Durga Puja
celebration. It’s a great milestone indeed and looking forward to many
such milestones in years to come.

\

Sayantan Roy Chowdhury

Subhabrata Mukherjee
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DURGA PUJA 2020

Statement of Collection & Expenses

Amount . Amount
Income Expenditures
(JPY) (JPY)

Visitors/members contribution+
donation 584.400 Food expense 281,100
Advertisement Pujo Hall Rental and Infra
253,000 expense AZE
Ido_l Qharges (including 669,784
logistics)
COVID protection expenses 17,367
Cultural event expense 134,119
Miscellaneous 57,688
Total Income 837,400 | Total Expense 1,385,380
<o 64
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\ SARTAJ'

THE HOUSE OF QUALITY PRODUCT

All Indian Spices, Juices, Snacks,
Cosmetics and other Indian

grocery products are available at
Sartaj.

KX&ttYIL42— SARTAJ CO.LTD

Importer & Distributor of Indian spices and goods.
HRLSKREDOBVWINA ZPRMZHAL. RELTEDEY,

T563-0043 OSAKA-FU,IKEDA-SHI,KODA 2-10-23
#HARHY L Z— D KRATBEAHHE2T §10-23

! -)? PR ) B
PR 1
ogey BT LT

—L €072-751-1975 info@sartajfoods.jp
- CQ .%072.751.1975 @ www.sartajfoods.jp

OUR BRANDS
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ASHIAN GROECERY SHOP

BEST QUALITY & CHEAP PRICE

INOW

-

Y2(0(0( CASHRECEIVE OFFER!!!

» BECOME SBI MEMBER, o
3 =
» DO 1st REMITTANCE, -,
z = 3|

P REFER SOMEONE & g

p EARN 2000 yen

44444

GHORER AD CATERINGSERVICE

SLILVURIE e ~
s nssag]  PARTY,EVENTS =

SALE SALE SALE - INDIAN MASOOR DAL(5KG) ¥ 1000 (including Tax)

INDIA GATE (5 KG) BASMATI RICE ¥ 2199 (inctugingTy ~ CHICKEN SAUSAGE(4P) ¥ 1000 (including Tax)
JAPANESE RICE(10 KG) ¥ 2299 (includingTaxy PARATHA (4PACK) ¥ 1000 (Including Tax)
WHOLE CHICKEN (4 P/700G) ¥ 1000 (ncluding Taxy SALAD OIL (5KG) ¥ 1180 (Including Tax)

Call us: 080-4937-1012 Ri

chorersap  Tokyo, Edogawa-ku, Hirai 2-25-15 o
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Samgalsazar

FRESH & HALAL MARKET

BONGO BAZAR]
HALAL & SUPER MART
3-208-1 Hikonari Misato-city, Saitama.
Open Every day:10:00~20:00

AGOMONI-2021




& oryxpeer.com/about/ w

€ > c
ORYXPEER HOME ABOUT SERVICES~ CAREER CONTACTUS Q

About Us

MR. AJOY SINHA ROY, PRESIDENT

Mr. Sinha Roy has been associated in the business of consulting, planning, and
recruiting for high-tech industries, for more than 35years.Having extensive
industry experience, he adds substantial value to the customers in a different
segment of the business.His experience fills the gap between the requirements.
His attention, suggestion, alertness, market know-how satisfies confidence to the
customers. He has been working with many of the same clients for more than
35years, which evaluate his engagement and commitment.

Our Core Domains
Web Technologies

HTMLS, CSS, Bootstrap, JAVA, JavaScript, Python/Flask, C#.Net, Express Node JS Frameworks like React, Angular, Flask, Express JS, SpringBoot, Stacks : MEAN,
MERN, LAMP

Mobile Technologies

Frameworks : Android, Flutter, ReactNative, Swift, Xcode

Database

MySQL, MongoDB

Cloud

AWS, GCP

Tools

GitHub, Redmine, Firebase, Docker/Kubernets

Methodologies

Agile/Scrum

Product Development

Whoovex : Virtual World Trade Fair

A unique virtual Saas platform to being together
Exhibitors ~ Businesses - Visitors

Regiatration (visitor, business, exhibitors)

Design my assete (digital showroom, exhibition)

Promate your presence online

Dashboard - exhibltions running, advertisements

Virtual walkthrough of exhibition

Visitor services
* Download information, business cards

= View presentations

= Live chat with representatives

Virtual Conferences

.

Data Analytics

Launching zoon,

71
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