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Event Schedule
Puja start: 11:00 ~
Worship (Anjali): 12:00 ~ 13:00
Prasad Distribution (Lunch): 13:00 ~ 15:00
Cultural program: 15:00 ~ 19:00

Aruti: 19:00 ~ 20:00
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Start Time Name of Programme End Time Duration (min)

14:30 hrs  Inaugural Speech by IBCA Japan President 14:35 hrs
14:45 hrs  Inaugural Song by IBCA Japan Members 14:55 hrs 10
15:00 hrs  Rajasthani Dance by Syna Kothari 15:05 hrs
15:10 hrs  IBCA Kids Group Song (Ms. Mousumi Biswas) 15:15 hrs
15:20 hrs  Flute Recital by Pandit Ravindranath Vempati 15:40 hrs
15:45 hrs  IBCA Kids Group Dance (Ms. Meenakshi Sahdev) 15:50 hrs
15:50 hrs  Bollywood Dance by Group SHANTI 16:05 hrs
16:10 hrs  Goan Folk Dnce by Ms. Sujata 16:15 hrs
16:20 hrs Hindi Drama (School Inspection) by Ms. Supriya Jha 16:35 hrs
16:35 hrs  Bharat Natyam by Ms Naga Vardhani Konidena 16:55 hrs
17:00 hrs  Song by Manami Das 17:05 hrs
17:05hrs  Recitation by Pranit Banerjee 17:10 hrs
17:15hrs  Ganesh Dance (Ms. Sujatha Venkatesha) 17:20 hrs
17:20 hrs  Bollywood Dance by Ms. Koly (1 Dance) 17:25 hrs
17:30 hrs  ChandoBani (a rhythmic conversation in Bengali) 17:35 hrs
17:40 hrs  Kashmiri Dance (Ms. Sujatha Venkatesha) 17:45 hrs
17:50 hrs  Bollywood Dance by Ms. Koly (2 dances) 18:00 hrs
18:05 hrs Karaoke song by Anandomoy Baidya 18:15 hrs
18:20 hrs  Song by Mousumi Biswas, Sagarika Das & Nabarun Roy 18:40 hrs

el
REEBEvYoNo e wr R

e el e
NGO e W

[CIICIICloICICIRICICIOICICICICIRICIRICICIOICIOICICIRICIRICICIOICIOICICIRICIRICICIOICIOICICIRICICICICIOICIOICIOKR)


http://wallpapers.funmunch.com/wallpaper_durga_puja_010-1024x768.jpeg?w=1024&h=768&f=durga_puja_010.jpg
http://wallpapers.funmunch.com/wallpaper_durga_puja_010-1024x768.jpeg?w=1024&h=768&f=durga_puja_010.jpg

TGO BT (S, TITO! BIFO! (] ANV ||
JHsoTPICeTy A fAO5R TTHCO] A 783
@AU-QAIS-@UiS-R-Bidey 93 51|
QT -5 SR Aarefer sTw00 T

AqIT Jas
A TIF0! Areiet Roy FHAEwE|
fRPesRcs! eI RvrikealR Ai=so ||
F(ET BT S, TITO! TIFO! (R TAIEO |

REK G ERCER
CIOAIRTAT (731 4O oo
CYOTBLH! fyosT CfotIRqeEsid |
CTOTFIARB! b CfOb™Ab o OT |
CYONET & CIOITFIIGT O]
ot PraeracH it or CrRmAds|
7ot Jfafe: sierffes gzeo sl
BIEGIITAA TR IR SRIGR FTFO |
@ 310 TR THR Tk 78 @11




WS / Editorial
G Rvt S e, 23 9 e 1w 6w 1%fS . o ¢ @A) s fot A af¥y| &1

12 WAITE TSt G132 Aq10d XBIF 21 315 a1 &0 58 BT AW I3t o
SIS 37 M OR - @FIEA 05¢ Q IREF IATAAE
QI

I QA FCet ISl WA FFFO | Q IRF OIF 3 SLHIA |
o3 beId fbfao e ofF siori s ot 73 Swwoi
S A

O[T POGOT I3 IBCA Japan -3 STOTF MG AfS T
Rty RIcet ST AT AR #1320 @ F 71 oloE
fte Aod FRGF | FHTBOIF FET'S 7 IFCTF 7A@
AT e "q 53fR Seds SaieT | i) S PN o
@ AFF OIF G AR AL P

iR {oms I3 T TS 1BCAT -93 92 Feace,
STna Fosol T3¢ 93 RpiAies et Ay 99 2ifS | I3 oot SieaiT e Rier
GIA) OIS AP TP YO T8 I SAJ |
I AOGT 4T AP, WAPA|

Life is imperfect without culture—a blend of education, knowledge and art. Existence acquires
completeness and fulfilment once culture infuses into life. We are the torch-bearers of this culture, which
has been flowing in our blood for ages.

We heartily intend to spread the essence of Saraswati puja with the hope that the Goddess of
music and education herself blesses the entire humanity. Hence, we are ready to perform the Holy
Saraswati puja on February 8, 2015.

Here again we are happy enough to present you our “Saraswat”. This is the second edition of the
magazine which reflects cascades of thoughts, imagination and expressions. Enthusiasm of the young
minds has got its way in the form of poetry, stories, paintings etc. We would like to present you a
bouquet of vibrant feelings in various art forms.

Though far apart from the root physically similar to migratory birds, the benevolent intention of
the members of IBCA Japan to bind the people with the thread of culture and art and make them feel at
home is noteworthy. Even in their busy schedule, people have assembled irrespective of their
ages to celebrate the Joy of Creation. Let us hope that mother Goddess bestows her blessings
on them and motivate them in pursuing their creation.

In Japan—the world of technological advances, we have gathered to celebrate
the happiness of being together and rejoice harmony in a splendid environment of
art and culture. Our heartfelt gratitude to all the people present here and love to
the children and best wishes for days to come.

Come let us join hands and be together.
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India(Bengal) Cultural Association Japan
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About our organization (IBCA Japan)

India(Bengal) Cultural Association Japan

The name of our organization is India(Bengal) Cultural Association Japan, Short form is
"IBCA Japan", "IBCAJ" or India Cultural Association Japan . It was established by some Bengali
people living in Tokyo to increase cultural exchange between India and Japan.

IBCA Japan is willingly volunteering to share Indian culture though it is not a registered
NPO or NGO. This organization is not for commercial or profit making purpose but dedicated for
culture exchange between India and Japan. Our aim is to introduce Indian Bengali culture in Japan
by celebrating various Indian events here in Japan. We organize Saraswati Puja, Indian
independence day, Durga Puja, Rabindra Jayanti and other Indian cultural events.

SARASWAT

This is the 2" edition of our annual Saraswati Puja Magazine Saraswat. We request all
of you to contribute and make our next magazine more valuable.

May this Saraswati Puja brings happiness to you and fill your life with joy and
prosperity. Warm wishes on Holy Saraswati Puja.

IBCA Japan Members

Please stay with us

» Website: http://ibcaj.org faCEbOOk:_

» E-Mail:  info@ ibcaj.otrg E E

» Facebook: http:/facebook.com/IBCA.Japan
» Twitter:  https://twitter.com/ibca_japan



https://twitter.com/ibca_japan

Message from the President’s desk

Dear All,

I feel greatly privileged in writing to you to convey my thoughts as we all embark to start
our journey in this New Year (2015) with new hopes and inspirations. To take it forward &
remain connected culturally we welcome you all on the auspicious event “SARASWATI
PUJA 2015” to be held on 8th February, 2015. To make all guests and members feel at home
& to give a nostalgic touch, we will go on giving our best endeavor to organize such events
time-to-time. Let me tell you that such events or such thinking of this magnitude would
not have been possible without your active participation & cooperation. Such events does
not remain restricted to Indians only but we see a beautiful intermingling of culture where
nationalities from other countries also join the same & we get a good opportunity to know
each other & also to share inter-cultural thoughts& opinions.

We, at IBCA Japan feel this is the best way to introduce our unique Indian Culture to this
foreign nation by organizing these kind of cultural event here in Tokyo. Moreover, this will
help us to connect culturally with each other, strengthening our relationship & making our
bond stronger.

Now, worship of Goddess Saraswati cannot be completed without writing, poems, story,
drawing & so on. We are going ahead one step further by publishing, for the 2nd time, the
festival magazine "SARASWAT". Thanks to all who have put lots of time and effort to
make the successful release of “SARASWAT”. I would like to express my gratitude from
bottom of my heart to “The Embassy of India”, “The Japan-India Association( H FJ{#23)"
and Japan-Bharat Sarvodaya Mitrata Sangha, and all of our valuable guests, Sponsors and
well-wishers without whose supports this would not have been possible.

Our commitment remains in making IBCA Japan a bigger organization & sharing platform
on a bigger scale. I would again like to thank all who are associated with this organization
directly or indirectly, for having faith in us, believing us & giving us a share of their time,
efforts & most importantly love. We need more new faces, young volunteers and
experienced people to march through our way. If you are not already a member, I
encourage you to become a member and join the association. Your thoughts and comments
are very important to us and will help the organization serve the community better. We
have many things to do, many miles to go to make IBCA Japan as a vibrant organization of
Indian in Japan. I request for your active support and participation to fulfill our dreams
and aspirations.

Swapan Kumar Biswas
(President of IBCA Japan)
Dated: 31st January 2015
Place: Tokyo




How did Buddhism spread?

(Myths vs Reality)
Rohan Agrawal
Tokyo, Japan

Like Christianity & Islam sweeping over vast regions, Buddhism too holds sway over
considerable territory from Burma to Japan. Yet unlike Christianity & Islam, Buddhism
neither unleashed any conquistadors, nor even preachers to convert vast multitudes in that
extensive region. How then did Buddhism suffuse that vast territory?

The answer is that Buddhism is not a religion at all. The Buddha was a Hindu (Vedic) saint,
a recluse. He never said that he was fed up with his native Vedic (Hindu) culture and was
therefore relinquishing it or founding another religion. He remained a steadfast follower of
Vedic culture alias Hinduism till the end of his life.

It was only of his great renunciation of princely comfort and luxury to lead the life of an
humble, simple, itinerant Bhikshu (mendicant) ascetic that electrified the contemporary
world because in the Buddha's time India was the leading light as the master-center of a
Vedic world. Consequently all tenets of Vedic culture began thereafter to be quoted and
preached in the name of the Buddha.

Since in those time there were neither Christianity, nor Islam the resonance of the name of
the Buddha was heard even in the name of the West. In the West, the memory of the
Buddha got washed off in the rivers of blood caused by Christian & Ismaic tyranny. In the
East, from Burma to Japan the Buddha continued to be reverently quoted and remembered
as the symbol of Vedic culture. Everything Vedic was being quoted as authoritative in the
name of the Buddha.

Just at that juncture India lost its Universal hegemony. Its empire, trade and influence even
in the East got bedimmed and ultimately extinguished.

Consequently people from Burma to Japan, who got used to hearing Vedic tenets quoted
in the name of Buddha as "Buddha said this" or "Buddha said that" have come to
disbelieve that they are Buddhists as distinct from Hinduism alias Vedic culture.

What is more, some misguided or nose-led people in India itself profess to publicly and
ceremonially renounce Hinduism and adopt Buddhism.

Another very graphic proof is found in hundreds of temples that abound in countries such
as Burma, the Shan states, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietham, Korea, China, Mongolia
and Japan. They are currently misbelieved to be Buddhist countries yet their Temples
abound in Vedic decor, Vedic Deities and Vedic rites & rituals. Unlike Muslims and
Christians, so-called Hindus and so-called Buddhists intermingle in those temples in
perfect unison and the icons of Buddha nestle among a cluster of Vedic Deities.




Conclusion: Buddhism didn't have to be spread by invaders, conquerors and preachers. It

Vedic (Hindu) Deities in Japan

Daikokuten
(Mahakala)

who is either Death or
the divinity who helps
one deal with
potential disaster and
death

References:

Benzaiten
(Sarasvati)

Kichijoten
(Lakshmi)

the
of
knowledge,
patroness of
music, and
the fine arts

the goddess of goddess

fortune
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- http://www.ece.lsu.edu/kak/VedicJapan.pdf

- World Vedic Heritage Vol-1l by Shri PN Oak
- http://www.veda.harekrsna.cz/connections/Vedic-roots-China-and-Japan.php

already suffused the
world in the name of
Vedic alias Hindu
culture. That culture
still continues in
countries from Burma
to Japan. The only flaw
is that ancient Vedic
(Hindu) culture has
come to be
unknowingly
designated as
Buddhism forgetting
that the Buddha
himself professed,
preached and
practised Vedic (Hindu)
culture.
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IBCA Japan EVENTS

Saraswati Puja Celebration

Last week of January or first week of February.

HOLI Celebration
In March

Rabindra Jayanti Celebration
1st Week of May

Independence day Celebration
In August

Durga Puja Celebration
In Octobere.

Dewali Celebration
In November



http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ece.lsu.edu%2Fkak%2FVedicJapan.pdf&h=JAQEm0DkZ&enc=AZNcs0X3IDH12V7o7X1mrq81Roc31f6AZvwahMNOwKFS5q3ffeg-KqncyWa7FgZ0PUoeD2zmzVykoMRwByZQSwwBR8o04ZZ5LfK_6tq2z_mNDHxTR0tIISm8eNk759GuwYa8BulYogITDlP3Ad_B2YtH&s=1
http://www.veda.harekrsna.cz/connections/Vedic-roots-China-and-Japan.php
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Finding my “HOME” and homeliness

Nabarun Roy
Engineer, Ph.D.
The world has seen more than three hundred and sixty five sun rises and sun sets
since | have come to Japan. Ever since | have been in Japan | really feel “HOMESICK”
here “HOME” being INDIA and | am very desperate to search for “INDIANNESS” in Japan,
Japanese people, food, culture and tradition. Actually, there are many similarities if well
researched. For instance, the O-Bon festival of Japan and Tarpan for the Hindus in India
on the day of Mahalaya have the same objective. There may also be some similarity
between chicken pakoda and Japanese Karaage if | am not very much incorrect. From
these things | got a drive of constructing an Indian environment in a place which runs

12600 seconds ahead of my “HOME” but actually seems to run much faster than time itself.

Indians, especially Bengalis, would die for good food, festivals and obviously for family. |
also looked for these three things since | have been in Japan and am happy that after an
intensive pursuit | am at a HOME-like home now. Some very special instances | will share
in this regard which “adds new feathers in the cap”.

the original taste of the curry just ran away through the

door and thereby imparting a “GRASSY” flavor to the

curry. | am sorry that perhaps | am unable to explain

actually how I felt about coriander leaves. But strangely

enough, once | had come to Japan and started cooking

I have been just hovering around departmental stores

in search of “pakuchi” the Japanese name of coriander

leaf. And finally with the help of my dearest friend and “Dada” | discovered “pakuchi”.
Happily enough it gave a tremendously “non-GRASSY” flavor to my chicken curry.

The Bengali New Year (which generally comes on 14" or 15" of April) is a very
special day for the Bengalis. At least on this particular day we, the Bengalis, turn into real




Bengalis and wish others “SHUBHO NOBO BORSHO” (which means Happy New Year)
the letter “O” becomes very pr"O”miment in our mobile text messages on this particular day.
For me it used to be special because apart from Durga Puja and Birthday this was an
opportunity to get a new “not so expensive” T-shirt or shorts which my mother pronounces
as “BARMUNDAA”. It was a daily routine for me and my cousins to go to my uncle’s shop
on this day when Lord Ganesha is worshipped for the prosperity of the day-to-day business
of the shop. Those memories are just like a diary written long back and lost somewhere.
Why | had been saying so many things is that last year while the not so hot summer of
Japan was prevailing | bought water melon (although I am not very fond of fruits) just to
pamper myself. A single bite just took me back to those days when we prayed to Lord
Ganesha (don’t exactly remember what | used to pray for) in my uncle’s shop and got
water melon (and other fruits and sweets) as “Proshad”or blessings of the God.

Durga Puja, is one of the most important event in Bengalis life. One common
activity of the majority Bengali people clearly says that. | myself even used to do it in my
childhood: finding the date of the Durga Puja in the new year’s calendar. Let me take you
to a month before the last year Durga Puja. All of a sudden | just felt like | want to get the
feeling of Durga Puja more, just not on the day of Puja itself but from now onwards | would
like to relish the flavors of the biggest Bengali festival. | wanted to feel the same, the way |
used to feel when | was at my home town seeing Pandals being constructed, Durga idols
getting their form and every bit of it. This was almost impossible in Japan. But happily
enough | had “Kami Nendou” (a clay-like material used to make toys and models) and here
is how | spent my Durga Puja from that day till the next one month. It was a wonderful
feeling which | can’t express in words.

Family is something which one is fortuned to. Pity on those pals who grow up in not so

} good families. In this matter the goddess of luck has =

smiled at me. | have a very loving FAMILY

Japan. | say “tadaima” and Boudi (sister-in-law) replies

“okairi”. | hardly give a damn to all those BLOOD

RELATED people who merely keep any contact

throughout the year and am happy with Dada (brother),

Boudi and naughty Yuki who are a very big part of my \ ;

present life. Celebrating “bhai phota”—a custom where the sister prays for brothers Iong life,

birthday or going to some place they are “a must for me”. Dada’s “dupure kheye jeo..

which means “have lunch with us” and boudi’s “ki khabe bolo” which means “say what
would you like to eat” though heard at different point of time and
in different contexts just complement each other surprisingly. In
fact, these two persons complement each other at every aspect
of life. Another thing worth mentioning is Boudi’s cooking,
whether it is the mutton curry or the biryani or even the porridge
(payesh) on my birthday, these again make me feel that | am at

my “HOME”. Yuki, Dada’s 5 years old daughter, who tells her
age by an action (opening up her palm), has an outer shell which is of a calm and obedient




kid. But once someone is very friendly with her, she immerges in her new “AVATAR” which
is worth watching. | would prefer to see her in her spontaneous, full-of-life “AVATAR” rather
than a calm and obedient child. | am happy to be friendly enough to see her original nature
which she rarely shows to an unknown person or an outsider.

So | am happy enough to say that | have found “INDIANNESS” at the place where | am
recently staying. Thanks for your patience to have come to the end of a very boring
passage which is my first ever contribution to a magazine.

£ e e e e

My Journey at Kyoto

Dr. Sanjib Bhattacharyya
Tohoku University, (Sendai, Japan)

It was a day my dream came true when | landed on the country of “Rising Sun”, the one
and only Japan. Specially, | felt lucky to get appointed to one of its famous university at
Kyoto (Kyoto University). Kyoto is a place that carries the actual traditional Japanese
culture with lots temple and heritage signature of the old Japan with a blend of modern
development and splrlt My life started a new journey as a foreigner in a place where
; i knowing native language is crucial for easy survival
in life for daily basis. Even it posed a challenged to
me; still | was impressed to see their attachment to
language at the same carrying the progress of
western style. The place | was living, was closer to
University, thus had a chance to see the student life,
their spirit and specially their love to music.
Everyday many a lots of students will gather next to
university cafeteria and start playing some
instruments whether violin, guitar, flute or
saxophone with a great devotion and playing iconic
Japanese music. Similarly, | found spirit of music and festival near to the Kamogawa River
at Kyoto. | felt completely treated with a celestials moments being a music minded person.
This environment deeply reminded me my childhood days with playing music. | missed the
key point that the reason for my coming to Japan was the research at Kyoto University.
Somehow, | managed time to put my soul in music after work which was bit tough and
challenging during my early career of research. | started flowing with the spirit of Kyoto and
music and eventually planned of making some music album in a formal way. | then started
contacting few music directors at India to plan for the selection of songs for my album. As
the time past, | felt happy about it that my long nourished dream inside heart is going to
turn in reality. Finally, | recorded those songs when | visited India on a winter vacation.
One thing | felt very special about these that | had to come all the way in Japan to devote
my time in music (a long dream) and shape it to an actual happening. | don’t know about
astrology or cosmology; for sure I felt this land gave me some intense feeling and attraction
to music as a lucky break. | had to leave Kyoto as my job contract was over. Kyoto left an
enchanting image in my life with a memory for working as a stage for the musical events in
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What humanity is facing and what is to come!
ARUNIT BAIDYA
Age-15 yrs.
Grade-IX

Lets face it, humanity is the biggest problem earth is facing right now. We ourselves as one
species out of several million who consider earth as home are bringing a bad fate for every
organism around us. Our selfish desires for ourselves is creating bad consequences for
Earth and we need to act on this now!

Humans(Homo Sapiens) are the smartest and most complex beings on the planet. Our
brains have more neurons densely packed in our brain than any other
creature on earth. This is indeed something to be proud of however
we must use our brains with its capabilities thoughtfully and wisely for
the betterment of all. However currently, we have created a big
problem for all! And the fact is that we will continue to do it and often
find a solution to not face the bad consequences. But why is it only
us? Because we are the only ones capable of doing it.

Many hollywood scince fiction movies and a few bollywood movies illustrate radical ideas
and hypotheses of how the future will end due to the for example: the creation of
humanoid robots which then go on to outsmart and enslave humans or humans trying to
contact aliens which then arrive and destroy or colonize earth or nuclear warfare from
humans making earth an inhabitable place and what not. However lets not go so much into
the future. Lets get real! The biggest problem today often discussed on the news is

GLOBAL WARMING!

Global warming is not only a big threat
to human existence but also to almost
every other living being on the planet.
Many try to deny the fact however it is
the bitter truth that we are causing this.
We release about 1000 tonnes of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere per
second! This is why some lab
scientists are looking into new ways
and methods of harvesting energy.

However, you don't have to be some

really smart lab scientist working hard :

day and night in the lab looking for solutions, you can easily contribute by going green. Just
try not to be too reliant on fossil fuels, drive an electric car, don't use plastic bags, don't
waste electricity and many other things.Your individual will is enough to make the world a
better place so help humanity out of this problem.
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HATHEZEL T TREZE

Palash Sarkar
Nagoya, Japan
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Japan Calling: My reminisces

Sanjay Tewari

BSc, LLB, MA(Sociology), MBA-HR, UGC-NET Sociology
Member, Indian Sociological Society,

Member, International Sociological Association

Director, Uttar Pradesh Athletics Association

| find myself lucky enough to visit Japan in continuation for two years, i.e. 2013 and 2014.
In October 2013, the Japan Sociological Society invited me to present a research work at
the Keio University, and then again in July 2014 for the prestigious 17" World Congress of
Sociology held at Yokohama.

The ties between India and Japan are cordial, and as a Sociologist | found many
similarities in the culture and traditions of both the countries. During the 2013 visit, it was
my daughter, a Sangeet Prabhakar and Sangeet Visharad in Kathak, who accompanied
me, and presented Kathak at the Kolkata Cultural Society of Japan’s Durga Puja
celebrations, and honor to present Indian Culture before a loving audience. My basic aim
for attending both the conferences were to contribute to the global debate on the
dimensions, perspectives and dynamics for analysis and options for surmounting inequality
around the world. Japan and India both are traditionally and ethically committed to
solidarity of justice, tolerance, equality and inclusion of diversity.

Through a lovely group of Indians in Japan, we find ourselves connected both socially and
culturally. I am sanguine that these efforts of combining both the communities will do
laurels to our society, and people from both sides will be the beneficiary, either in the form
of cultural expression, or accumulation of knowledge, or formulation of concepts,
categories and models of growth in the form of trade and development.

ERDJIYSADFA—FR&HRLT
R>S—whH

ZAICEEF, MDY IR—ARBFNIZ—EEVWETET, B2 ROUw MET. ZHDA
BEVWSEREEHWTRICAD THITELZ. BOEBOHMDCEZEY> S
—EHRATLIESL,

Fald, IRE. Fr>RSR—X (RF>) EARANEEELUTEHL TLY
EEEZR—LAR—2(www.teamnetaji.org) TIX 3 EEBIC, HBE—FE
(SEHBUTCTWEALDEDEZIBVWEDHTVWET, BEEU [F-LARTZ]
SR UTER A > RAGE E 4SS DREZ (U SHTERN (CXREED TULE




N Fr > RISR—RX (REFZ) O EZMMOTZDEIFERITI, 3FERICILAOYZE
I UICER. ZEEDZFIZE L. Ry MCTHRATROEECDWTHI S ZDTY . BAA
(FEEODHERETHIZ—ERIL—DITEFBIITNERTZDEEFBNFEA. Al
FI. TOTEEZARRERICBVWE LU, BE. 4> MRIDESHICLEZRITERIZD
ZEZFSIRVBERANZNDIES S &,

ZTDE. RICERBODBERIED ARESADRF A RYTEEEICA 2 )/)(—)LTH
DIEAKRA. ST -2 TRIZOERR(CEMULABRAESENWLE U, RIZZ
EEMD AL THRAOFHRELEN, RY>(E, FTRICIID THRARZIEEL. BE
IDESIBICHRRERL Oz, BEOBKRTY—HIEofc, RITIEFECA > RETIDZH
(CEZEIT BRI —FTEoTz. | EEBULTWELUL, BESDOEERFRISA\DEE
(S5 TWE U,

INRAZ(COMED(F. BOBERCEMIZMNS T, I—0Ov/KEER CAIE
BDHDA > FEVWDSASMUHE T, BEDPRBODEL. BUDEWZEBI THRI D
CEIFBICEERLUCLVZT & BIZTRD > FOBUE - BERIC DV CHHIGETEZ/ZT
Tzl o RIDHIRIIEDA > RZEAY D TWEESSDA > REGEDTZREZEXT
TUVeEFFROTWET,

hF. S RYTHBHITO TLWZEWSEEBICERDEES ELTVWET . RYTHHA
DEFTLTIOIEDTCVNBRLIBTNTDINSTY. [MEADEHICEFTNTEZON. X
S—(FEETEZDZTENONDERD K, B#EIXZ—DTEZVWDERELTND XK, |

BATE YSXIDF7+— (& [REFKR] EEDONT
WET, 1> REAKEG., BERERTZ(CIRST,
HEWDI/ETEN D TLDEBRNET,

Celebrating Holy SARASWATI PUJA

Holy SARASWATI PUJA

Mansi ARAI

Hello everyone! My nickname is Mansi. | named it because | like it means wisdom of
goddess. Please call me Mansi (by all means).

| started to inform that the Netaji : Subhas Chandra BOSE worked together with Japanese
people through our website (teamnetaji.org), and collect real voices of the people who
worked together with Netaji. | organized “Team Netaji” three years ago, and keep




relationship with Indian people living in Japan by planning anniversary event of Netaji or
other activities.

That was three years ago when | knew the Netaji: Subhas Chandra BOSE. | found his
name on the airport of Kolkata when | visited there, and learned his life later in the inter-net.
Japanese people study Gandhi and Nehru in the textbook of history, but not Netaji. |
wondered why. Why Japanese don’t study Netaji who devoted his life to the independence
of India.

Later, | met with Negishi san of whose father was interpreter for Netaji, a Japanese who
battled with Netaji in Imphal, or a Japanese who participated in the anniversary party of
Netaji in Yangon. Those people unanimously said that “Netaiji led his troops at the front,
and always at the end when retreated not like Japanese commanders. He was a true
leader. Netaji was really great leader who devoted all his life to the independence of India.
Their voices were full of respect to Netaji.

| was attracted by Netaji due to his idea : highly emphasized cohesion overcoming races,
genders, or religions in the vast land which is almost equals to the European continent;
(and) accurately projected politics and economy of India after the independence. | think
India grows slight differently if Netaji took the leadership.

I am planning to start meditation work that Netaji used to do everyday. | feel he is
whispering to me “You will find why you were born through the meditation Mansi. | always
support you.”

SARASWATI is called “Benzaiten” in Japan. Japan and India are linked each other at all
points, not limiting Netaji or religions.

Jai hind
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Devi Saraswati
Dr. Bipul Biswas

(Oral&Dental Surgeon)
Dr. R. A Dental College Hospital
Kolkata India

Goddess Saraswati is regarded as the Goddess of learning and
music. It is believed that she is seated on a lotus, roved in white. She
carries a lyre, She is known to bestow Vidya which means leaming,
Therefore, the Saraswati Puja is a popular festival for the students, It
is celebrated by the students in almost all school and colleges of
West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. It is celebrated on the fifth day in the
month of Magha, especially in the spring season. Therefore this
festival is also called the ‘Basant Panchami’. All educational
institutes remain closed on this day. Students worship the Goddess
with great joy.

Preparation for the celebration begins with the collection of

subscriptions from the students. The idol of Goddess Saraswati is
placed in a hall which is properly cleaned and decorated in a colored
paper. The image looks sublime and the atmosphere grand.

A leamed Hindu priest is invited to perform the holy puja of
the Goddess. Often, the students arrange feasts, cultural

programimes in the evening.

Normally, the immersion ceremony takes place on the next day
to the nearby river. The function has a deep educative value.
Students learn to be spiritual in their life. They also leamn the value
of co-operation, amity and leadership.
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Kathak — beyond the Seas — a living experience in Japan

Sanjana Tewari
Sangeet Prabhakar / Sangeet Visharad — Kathak
Member, International Dance Council, UNESCO

"In thy dance, Divine Dancer, freedom finds its image and dreams their forms. Its cadence weaves
the threads of things and unwinds them for ages; Charms the atom's rebellion into beauty, gives
rhythm to the symphony of the stars; thrills life with pain, and churns up existence in to surging
joys and sorrows"

- Rabindranath Tagore

I have been wedded to KATHAK, one of the eight classical dance forms of India, the history of
which traces back to the great Ramayana and Mahabharata. | started learning Kathak at the
age of ten years from the Prayag Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad under the able training of my
revered Guru Pt. Ram Babu Bhatt of Lucknow Gharana. | have completed my Sangeet
Prabhakar from Prayag Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad along with Visharad from the Pracheen Kala
Kendra, Chandigarh.

| have been performing at many stages, both in and out of India. | feel blessed to receive the
Kanpur Gaurav Sammaan from the renowned Manas Sangam.

Undergoing valuable training from Padma Vibhushan Pt. Birju Maharaj Ji's Kalashram, being a
Doordarshan Artist, and then performing internationally at the World Festa 2013 in Yokohama
and the Kolkata Cultural Society of Japan in Tokyo in October 2013 has given me a taste of this
versatile dance form, KATHAK. My first international performance in Japan is well imbedded in
my mind. It gave me the memories to cherish and highlight the love and respect of foreigners
towards Indian Culture. WORLD FEST at Yokohama was a wide event where artists from
various nations came to showcase their culture and talent and it is here that | presented one of
the most prominent classical dance forms of India, Kathak. My dance was followed by a huge
applaud and people liked it. Autographs, photos, discussion about various dance forms etc, all
were a part of my experience and learning.

The next performance was in Tokyo, at the India(Bengal) Cultural Association Japan, where the
celebration of Durga Pooja took place. It was a busy day where | had
to perform a Vandana, Kathak and a Bollywood number “kahe ched
ched mohe “. | was glad to see the Japanese and others in Indian
wear, saree, with a bindi on their forehead and beautiful earrings.
Everyone greeted each other by saying ‘Namaste’. | never felt that |
was not in my country, India. Again the session of autographs, photos
etc went on and it was followed by a delicious Indian food viz, jalebi,
khichidi, parsada etc. /

In totality it was a great experience.
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Trudge Onwards, Happily .
Aakriti Narang AHAL B, DS I -

Year 13 €)1 A3 - ISR , A EP‘JI R 11
British School of Tokyo
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Days pinned to hours pinned to seconds &3
pinned to moments. 2 C/ii Al PIRT 2
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Wishes and dreams and hopes and
desires

All'in our hearts

We all know such a thing

But | wouldn’t know your Story,
even though you're right beside
Me.

I will carry on....
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Mrs- Indranee Banerjee
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Rahul Saha
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Embassy of India
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Vedanta Society of Japan

(A Branch of the Ramakrishna Mission)
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State Bank of India Japan |

With you - all the way

Special thanks to

Bank of India
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s-r-w—liﬁn

MITHILA MUSEUM

Relationship beyond banking.

Discover India Club

el D IEERFAE, STIEZER. ok i~

Mr. ASAI EH#k (Tokyo,Japan) for your kind support.

Debasmita Biswas

Moumita Biswas
D.O.B. 21* Nov. 2014
Father: Dipankar Biswas

Mother: Munmun Biswas
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Useful information

Embassy of India

2-2-11 Kudan-Minami, Chiyoda-ku,

Tokyo 102-0074

Tel : +81 3 3262-2391 to 97

Fax :+81 3 3234-4866

Access

Kudanshita Station (Hanzomon, Shinjuku and
Tozai Subway Lines) Exit 2

9am — 11am Applications : 4pm —5pm Delivery
http://www.indembassy-tokyo.gov.in/

Tokyo Regional Immigration Bureau
5-5-30 Konan, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-8255
Phone: 03-5796-7111

Working Hours :

9:00 to 12:00, and 13:00 to 16:00

http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/

Vedanta Society of Japan
4-18-1 Hisagi, Zushi-shi
Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 249-0001
Phone (046) 873-0428
info@vedanta.jp
http://www.vedantajp-en.com

Hare Krishna Temple
(ISKCON New Gaya Japan)
2-23-4 Funabori,

Edogawa-ku,

Tokyo — 134-0091.

Phone: 03-3877-3000
http://iskconjapan.com

STATE BANK OF INDIA, TOKYO BRANCH
State Bank of India

South Tower 352

Yurakucho Denki Bldg.

7-1 Yurakucho 1-chome

Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100 0006 Japan

Phone : +81 (3) 3284 0085

http://www.sbijapan.com

Bank of India, ) Tokyo Branch(

Marunouchi Nakadori Building,
2-3 Marunouchi 2 Chome,
Chiyoda Ku,

Tokyo 100-0005 Japan.

Phone: (03) 3215-2379

http://www.boijapan.com

Service name

Alcoholics Anonymous

AIDS Hotline (24/7)

Akebonokai (Breast Cancer Support)
Cancer Support Community

Childbirth Education Center

Children’s Rights Council

La Leche League: Breastfeeding support
Narcotics Anonymous

Overeaters Anonymous

Tokyo English Life Line (TELL — psychiatry)

Phonr No.

033971 1471
0120 46 1995
03 3792 1204
03 6809 1825
03 3414 7458
03 5317 0357
03 3394 4359
080 5684 3821
03 5605 9425
03 5774 0992

Police: Dial ‘1 10’ from any telephone

(in Tokyo, the Metropolitan Police have an English help line, available Monday through Friday
except on holidays, from 8:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. at 03-3501-0110)

Fire/Ambulance: Dial ‘1 19’ from any telephone

Tokyo English Life Line: 03-5774-0992 (Daily 9 a.m.-11 p.m.)
Tourist Information Center: 03-3201-333| (Daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m.)

Emergency Numbers J
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tel:%2B81%203%203262-2391
tel:%2B81%203%203234-4866
http://www.indembassy-tokyo.gov.in/
http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/
mailto:info@vedanta.jp
http://www.vedantajp-en.com/
http://iskconjapan.com/
tel:%2B81%20%283%29%203284%200085
http://www.sbijapan.com/
http://www.boijapan.com/download/tokyo.gif
http://www.boijapan.com/download/tokyo.gif
http://www.boijapan.com/
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Teaching Bengali and Hindi Songs

{ Bengali: Rabindra Sangeet, Nazrul Geeti, Bengali light music

Hindi : Classical, Semi Classical, Bollywood Songs

" Contact: Mousumi Biswas

E-mail: saregama.ojima@gmail.com , ij < -Sf‘
Tel:  080-4068-1886 (b5 = =
Place:  Ojima 6 cho-mei, Koto-ku, Tokyo p?

G&J A > & —F i a etk
TRHUSTED RELIABLE

International Company Limited

Whole Sale&Retails #5617 5 o BN |~ &

Mobile Phone, iPhone, Compm:crs&Calhng (@511l Used (starting from 14000 ¥

Computer (Laptop / Notebook)

AKIHABARA k3l (To || P [ '; i v 7 m

Mac 4

1-8 Kanda Sakumacho, X = | Eﬁtﬁp&ﬁiﬁ&{ﬂmﬁ‘.’m c:mung System™ Any kind of Saftwan
Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 101-0025 '

T 101-0025 R REFFIUHR Lions-Mansion 404, 2-4-5,
A2 RIET 1-8 Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 169-0073 Japan

Tel/Fax: 03-6908-5389 Mleb: www.gand]jinternational .com

(- Digital & Movie Camerza . New & Used
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FLY HOME WITH AIR INDIA

Experience the Dream Flight,
Fly Dreamliner, the most comfortable aircraft.

Offering convenient connections via Delhi to most
domestic cities at nil or nominal surcharge.
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