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Saraswati Puja Program
. 9" February 2014
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Event Schedule

¢+ Puja start: 11:00~

*»* Worship (Anjali): 12:00 ~ 13:00
¢ Prasad Distribution (Lunch): 13:00 ~ 15:00
+¢ Cultural program: 15:00 ~ 19:00
< Arti: 19:00 ~ 20:00

ARV KRFTDa—)L

< T vER - 11:00

< L - 12:00 7 13:00
< JOoY kR (RIEER) - 13:00 ~ 15:00
» AV FOEEIEY  15:00 7 19:00
S TOYRTARE o 19:00 7 20:00

Please stay with us
Kolkata Cultural Society Japan
Website: http://kcs-japan.com
E-Mail: info@kcs-japan.com
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About our organization (KCSJ)

Kolkata Cultural Society Japan

Our organization “KCSJ” was established in 2007 and started its journey with Holy Saraswati Puja. It
is a Bengali organization in Japan of about 50 active members who are well established and voluntarily
contributing for the organization. Our aim is to introduce and share Indian culture in Japanese society. We
usually organize Indian cultural programs, Independence Day Celebration, Holy Durga Puja, Holy Saraswati
Puja and other events in Japan. We started the biggest festival of WestBengal (India) Holy Durga Puja from
2012. On the year 2013 we published the first edition of our yearly Durga Puja magazine “AGOMONI”. This is
the 8" year of our(KCSJ) Holy Saraswati Puja celebration. This year we have published the 1% edition of our
Saraswati Puja magazine “SARASWAT”.

We cordially request all of you to participate and make our organization a stronger and more vibrant
one. May this saraswati Puja bring happiness to you and your family and fill your life with joy and prosperity.

Warm wishes on Holy Saraswati Puja.

KCSJ Members



Message from the President’s desk

Dear All,

[ feel greatly privileged in writing to you to convey my thoughts as we all embark to start our
journey in this new year (2014) with new hopes, inspirations & new scales to achieve. What
started about 8 years back was a cluster, which has now evolved into a bigger organization by
associating ourselves with various global organizations. We have been able to spread awareness of
our organization “KCS]” which eventually has inspired many new members to join as well. To take
it forward & remain connected culturally we welcome you all on the auspicious event “SARASWATI
PUJA 2014” to be held on 9th February, 2014. To make all members feel at home & to give the
touch of origin, we will go on giving our best endeavor to organize such events time-to-time. Let
me tell you that such events or such thinking of this magnitude would not have been possible
without your active participation & cooperation. Such events does not remain restricted to Indians
only but we see a beautiful intermingling of culture where nationalities from other countries also
join the same & we get a good opportunity to know each other & also to share inter-cultural
thoughts & opinions.

As the famous poet Rabindranath Tagore said - "Dibe r nibe, milabe, milibe, jabe na fire, ei
bharat er mahamanaber sagar o tire".

We, at KCS] feel this is the best way to introduce our unique Bengali Culture to this foreign nation
by organizing these kind of cultural event here in Tokyo. Moreover, this will help us to connect
culturally with each other, strengthening our relationship & making our bond stronger. It was not
easy to arrange this kinds of events in this busy city, where everybody is busy & whenever we get
some leisure time, it gets dedicated to family. But with the uncompromising adherence & will-force
of some we have been able to think of such events & give it a shape.

Now, worship of Saraswati cannot be completed without writing, poems, story, drawing & so
on. We are going ahead one step further by publishing, for the first time, the festival magazine
"SARASWAT". Thanks to all (living in Japan or outside of Japan) who have put lots of time and
effort to make the release of our festival magazine “SARASWAT” possible. | would like to express
my gratitude from bottom of my heart to “The Embassy of India”, “The Japan-India Association( H
Fl11#23)" and all of our valuable guests, sponsors, well-wishers without whose help this would not
have been possible.

Our commitment remains in making KCSJ a bigger organization & sharing platform on a bigger
scale. I would again like to thank all who are associated with this organization directly or indirectly,
for having faith in us, believing us & giving us a share of their time, efforts & most importantly love.
We love this country as well & would like to make our strategic ties stronger as an organization &
also as a country. Looking forward to seeing you & your family in Saraswati Puja. Till then, stay
well, stay healthy & fit.

Swapan Kumar Biswas

(President of KCSJ)
Dated: 31* January 2014
Place: Tokyo



Devi Saraswati.
The Goddess of Wisdom

Sarbani shibata (Broadcast navigator)

Om Saraswati Mahabhage, Vidye Kamala Lochone |
Viswaroopey Vishalaksmi, Vidyan Dehi Namahstutey ||
Jayajaya Devi, Chorachoro sharey, Kuchoyugo Shobhito Mukuta Haaarey |
Veena ronjita, Pushtoka Hostey, Bhagabatibharoti Devi Namahstutey ||

@c}/ﬂr "May Goddess Saraswati ...
Ze

Who is fair like jasmine - coloured Moo,
And whose pure white garland is like frosty dew drops,
Who is adorned in radiant white attire,
On whose beautiful arm rests the "Veena"
And whose throne is a white lotus;
Who is surrounded & respected by the Gods, Protect me
May you fully remove my lethargy, sluggishness and ignorance"

( English translation of the "Mantra " ...prayer of Goddess Saraswati)

Saraswati is the daughter of Lord Shiva & Goddess Durga, the Goddess of knowledge & arts,
represent the free flow of Wisdom & Consciousness. She is the Mother of Vedas. The chants to
her called "Saraswati Vandane" often begin & end of Vedic lessons.

Itis believed that Goddess Saraswati endows human beings with the power of speech, wisdom
& learning.

She has four hands representing the four aspect of human personality in learning, those are
Mind, Intellect, Alertness & Ego. She has sacred scriptures in one hand & in the second hand
she has a Lotus as a symbol of True knowledge. She plays the music of Love & Life on a string
instrument called VEENA with her other two hands. She is dressed in white which is a symbol
of Purity and rides on a White Swan symbolising " Sattwa Goona "or Purity & Discrimination .

Saraswati is also a prominent figure in Buddhist iconography -- the consort of Manjusri.

The learned & intellectual attach greater importance to the worship of Goddess Saraswati. As a
practise only educated people worship her for knowledge & wisdom. They believe only
Saraswati can grant "Moksha" - the final liberation of the soul.

Saraswati's birthday "Vasant Panchami” is a Hindu Festival celebrated every year on the fifth
day of bright fortnight of the lunar month of "Magha" Hindus celebrate this festival with great
ardour in temples, home & educational institutes alike.

This year Kolkata Cultural Association of Japan is taking a great effort to celebrate this Festival
in Tokyo .This is certainly a great achievement on their part to celebrate this year Saraswati
Puja along with the various cultural programmes & spread the message of cultural exchange &
friendship. My Heartiest Congratulation & all good wishes to the enthusiastic organisers of
Kolkata Cultural association to make this festival a Grand Success.

Kolkata.
16th January 2014.
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Memories of Kolkata
Chie Toyohara

On March 27th 2013, | arrived in Kolkata. The day was the first day of Holi festival, which is
known as a festival of colors. | came here to join an NGO called Destiny Foundation to
work as an intern. Their mission is to end human trafficking and slavery through the
economic empowerment of survivors. There were two reasons why | joined Destiny. First, |
was interested in overseas and started to learn Hindi in university. Then | got a chance to
join the 16th Japan India Student Conference in 2012. In the conference, | had an
opportunity to visit Destiny Foundation. Second, | did some volunteer works with such non-
profit organizations in my university days. Through the works | got an interest in working in
an NGO or a social business firm. Therefore | have decided to join Destiny team.

| had a tremendous amount of exciting memories in Kolkata, but | have to choose one of
them to tell you. | will tell you two stories about Destiny girls. There are ten girls of around
20 years old girls in Destiny Team. They are trained to make bags and kitchen goods and
sell them to get economic independence. Staffs check products before shipping. | used to
help this checking process. When | found a miss stitch or frayed thread, | asked girls to do
re-sewing. They made a miss-stitching not only one time. They sometimes had to sew
again five out of ten goods they made. | got irritated and asked them to redo in impolite
way when girls made mistakes again and again. They had to change a thread when they
stitch a defective one. This request did not make happy them. | sometimes regretted about
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treating them too strictly so that they might be depressed. However they submitted
products after re-stitching with a smile as if they did not have any problem.

Here is another episode of the girls. We held a workshop of telling strong points of each
other. | was wondering what girls talk about me. Actually they said “Chie has the best eyes
to check products. You can find any mistake.” It really surprised me. It must have been
uncomfortable to have one’s own products checked by others. | thought they had
understood checking products was important to keep the products’ quality. Thus | felt
happy because | could know they had some sense of responsibility.

| felt difficulty of explaining my idea and opinion clearly. | had frustration because there
were different ways of thinking and values between Destiny girls and I. However | learned a
lot from the difficulty and frustration. And | also got healed through communicating with
innocent Destiny girls.
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God

Megumi Hiromitsu

| was given the first opportunity to visit home puja while | was living in Kolkata few years back.
My Kathak dance teacher, Srabani Banerjee, invited me to Saraswati puja held at her dance
school. | performed Radha-Krishna item. It is a very good memory.

In India, dance is basically an offering to God. However, God Shiva, Krishna or Saraswati were
not familiar to me. Above all, performing for or depicting Indian God and Goddesses through
dance was something quite new to me, and | felt psychological and cultural hindrance that was
something like a high wall surrounding myself and not letting me conduct it. Before | had
regarded dance simply as a physical activity.
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Guruma visits Japan often to perform. She has a good understanding of Japanese customs

and Japanese mentality. However there was one thing she had not understood well. That was
perception of religion and devotion of Japanese people. She used to scold me in lesson every
week by saying ‘You started dance at a later age and cannot express emotions. | have seen
many Japanese kathak dancers and noticed that none of them can do it properly’. For one year,
after every single lesson, as soon as | went out of the door of the school, tears came out of my
eyes. | cried while walking on the dark street of Shyambazaar leading to the nearby metro
station. | could not say anything back to her. | didn’t want to say ‘Il am Japanese. | am not
familiar with Indian Gods’. | was afraid of misbehaving in front of her.

Japanese are not good at emotional expressions because we are taught from childhood not to
show much emotion in public. Showing less emotion is considered as decent behavior. In
addition, we don’t have facial expressions as Indian women have. | somehow misunderstood
myself. | thought my face has a defect. | underestimated myself. Her direct verbal messages
sounded as an insult to me. | was sad, angry and frustrated. But | never thought of stopping
dance class. At some place of my heart, | knew that | was doing something my soul desires for.
One day, Srabani di said, “You cannot do facial expressions as you Japanese have less
devotion for God. Japanese don’t go to temples and pray that often (The same phrase is often
said by Indians who live in Japan for years, unfortunately)’. As soon as | heard it, strong anger
came out my heart. | could not stop it. Before thinking, my mouth started saying, ‘It is true that
we don’t go to Shinto shrines or Buddhist temples or Christian church for prayer. Indians may
think that we take different religions lightly and mix them without much care or devotion. But |
will never let anyone say that we don’t have devotional feelings. We believe in the power of
Oneness of universe. Though it is not the case of every Indian, after coming here, | keep
seeing people misbehave to lower caste people like house-keepers. Some of you wake up
early in the morning to make a prayer, and do anjali before touching instruments, make
donations to temples, but on the way back home, they shout at poor Rikshawara. What is that
special about higher caste or social status? If you cannot respect people, what's the point of
doing puja, prayer and uttering mantra? There is no meaning in doing them. What Gods want
us is to treat people properly with respect, but not doing anjali to statues!”. Guruma was quite
stunned to see me anger and didn’t say anything back.

Her ‘reply’ came about 2 weeks later. During the lesson, she murmured, starring at a floor, ‘We
Indians worship God and Goddesses to get closer to joy {ananda}. But sometimes we are too
much obsessed with God and all the formality, and we cannot change the old custom and keep
staying at the same place. We don’t have a certain type of freedom you have in your society’. |
felt a true honesty and sincerity in her words. | understood that she was courageous enough to
take a good look at emotional conflicts within herself, which is not easy as we imagine.

Religion or devotion is something beyond your thinking or form. That is something invisible
which you connect yourself with, with invisible heart, through again invisible deeds, believing.
But think what we need when we face difficulties and challenges in life. We need ‘belief’, ‘trust’,
‘love’, 'courage’ etc., which are invisible. Regardless of nationality or culture, what we actually
regard important in life is something invisible and intangible. | pay my deep gratitude to all Gods
and Goddesses of universe for taking me to my Guruma.

gy, B S ™ ™ SO ™ *
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Living Fossil

Kausik Bhattacharya

(TCS Denver Collorado)
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School life

By Ayano Sasaki (10 yesrs old)
She drew her ideal school life for the year 2014.

Shuji

Drawing by Haruka Hiromitsu 4 years old.

This is Japanese custom to write words
with black ink and brush at the beginning of
the year. She wrote "horse" as 2014 is the
year of Horse in Japanese zodiac signs.

Christmas tree
By Dishita Biswas (Yuki). & °9
Age: 4years '-.. @
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My dear Mr.,Ni 0&1

)
ARyl 2

Private letter from Netaji to my father Tadamoto Negishi.
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Our well-wishers

Embassy of India /\
Tokyo, Japan “

AEY -5 —>5Hs i{]@
(5—=x9Yvat - TyyavAEXH) _‘%
Vedanta Society of Japan >/

(A Branch of the Ramakrishna Mission) ISKCON"®

S P05 — _
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With you - all the way

BYOHBHI
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Cross- NO. 4 SPECIAL DISCOUNT AIR TICKETS
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Private Limited
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Grom a well -wisher

Mrs. Tapati Banerjee




Welcome to ONLINE SHOP of PADMA Halal Food!

http://www.padma-tr.com, Email: info@padma-tr.com

Address: 8-30-4 Waseda Misato city, Saitama, Post: 341-0018
Tel: 0489505050; Fax: 0489505057; Cell: 08044771896, 08035901897

We have been importing foods directly for Bangladesh, India,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Thailand, Turkey, Tunisia, USA and
many other countries.

Our halal food includes: Locally slaughtered Japanese beef and chicken,

freshwater fish, different kinds of spices, oil, rice, lots of ready foods and sweets etc.
We will ensure the best quality fresh and safe foods at your door with our fastest serve.

Next Day Shipping: Please send your order before 3 pm for next day delivery.

Please contact us directly for more information on wholesale and restaurant sales.

Methi PARATEA
PAFR Helh
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JAPAN REMIT FINANCE CO.LTD.

No.00024 Di 1 of Kanto Financial Bureau g
International Money Transfer
Japan - India =
I == / Registration wehsite: www.jpremit.com
RELIABLE EASY QUICK JRF Bank Accounts
_ Bostish ) =wemnn
-~ Excellent Exchange Rateé Branch code : 001004 Harnaratsucho Branch Hamarnatsucho Branch
= . N A/CNo 0651984 AfCNo = 7547428 A/CNo 11363930
fC}leap Service Charge 4 Futsuu Account Futsun Acoount Futsuu Acoount
i P o TS TR AF IR DT LI TPAF IR DT LI I AF IR
BUSINESS XPRESS i
Head office:
m PARTNERS \ MONEY T o
p % ¥ dg. 3F, 1-2-15,
.......... Moneyzrrunsiey sEszmzmEEa, equnmns \ . i sssssssssssmEEe, Hamamatsacho, Minato-ku,
e o * Tokyo, 105-0013, Japan
Service charge o Service charge : “Mob: 080-3603-4338
- . ¥ = ¥ 8 - Oro080-4296-7776
¥1~ 1,000,000 = ¥1,500 ¢ 1-30,000 = 50 : TEL 05 5753-4307
" . . = ¥30,000— 400,000 = ¥1,450 . Email:info@jpremit.com
. » CanDeposit To Any Bank Account. S 5 .

© » CanCash pickup only From Muthoot © = * Only Cash Pickup - Okubo Office :
Finance. ! ,@l @ 1081 savx [ P |A‘\ Indian OverseasBank| = o o Ao T
. Tokyo. 169-0073.Japan
: Gash pay only 50,000 | FEDERAL BANK [@ union 9"‘*' [@ PNB] TEL: 03-5937-4418
"\, _Muthoot Finance RS Per T Transaccion. [ - Fax: 03-5937-4419

Remittance through JRF is most affordable,

legitimate, secured and comes with national
guarantee.

Please come forward to contribute and
strengthen your national economy by remitting
your hard-earned foreign currency through JRF.

2 JRF

website: www.jpremit.com
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KCSJ
Kolkata Cultural Society Japan

http://www.kcs-japan.com  E-Mail: info@kcs-japan.com



http://www.kcs-japan.com/

