





AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
R T oG

MESSAGE

On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, | convey my warm
felicitations to all the members of the Indian community.
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: “Maa Shakthi” Durga symbolizes victory of good over evil and the .
. : Mother Goddess nurtures and protects whosoever seeks her blessings. Durga : .
;3 Puja inspires people to strive towards peace and harmony and lead a ;2
: good, noble and virtuous life. Durga Puja celebrations in Tokyo organized .
. by Kolkata Cultural Society Japan, bring together members of the Indian .
. community and their Japanese friends to have better understanding of .
Indian customs and culture. :

| take this opportunity to congratulate the organizers of the Durga

Puja and wish all the participants good health and prosperity in the
coming year!

(Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa

Embassy of India, 2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102 0074
Telephone : +81-3-3265-5036 Fax : +81-3-3262-2301;Email: pstoambassador@indembip.org

Embassy of India
Tokyo, Japan




\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Agomoni

Durga Puja Program

13" October 2013
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About our organization (KCSJ)

Kolkata Cultural Society Japan

Our organization was established in 2007 and started its journey with Holy Saraswati Puja.
It is a Non-profit Organization of about 50 active members now who are well established and
voluntarily contributing for the organization. Our aim is to introduce and share Indian culture in
Japanese society We usually organize Indian cultural programs, Independence Day Celebration,
Holy Durga Puja, Holy Saraswati Puja and other events in Japan. We started the biggest festival of
WestBengal (India) Holy Durga Puja from 2012 and brought a 225x190cm Durga idol along with
Dhak and all other essential equipment from Kolkata. Our Durga idol is the biggest one in Japan so
far. The 1% year of the puja celebration successfully completed with full of joy and happiness. The
prasadam (food) was delicious (Fried rice, Veg curry, Dal makhni, Samosa, Jilebi, etc.), Cultural program was
pleasurable with various type of songs and dances (Group song, Tagore song, Nazrul geeti, Bhajan, Hindi
Bollywood movie song, Katthak, Odisi, Tabla, Sitar, etc.). This is the 2nd year of our(KCSJ) Holy Durga
Puja celebration. We are sure it will be much more interesting this year as we able to added some
nore events in our cultural program. Also this year we able to publish the 1% edition of our magazine
AGOMONI.

Acknowledegements

This is the first edition of our Durga Puja Souvenir “Agomoni”. We want to introduce of
Indian and Japanese cultures, traditions, languages through in this Puja Souvenir.

We would like to send our deepest thank to all of them who has supported us by giving their
beautiful Articles, Poems, Art. Thanks to Cover Designer and Bengali typist for their cordial support.

We are very grateful to all of our valuable Sponsors and Advertisers and our well- wishers, who has
been supported us for this new publication. We wish your continuous support.

Thanks to all of our valuable members for their hard work which led to successful release of our
magazine “AGOMONI”.

AGOMONI

Agomoni is a Bengali word. Its meaning is the arrival of Mother Durga. The deep meaning is
the arrival of happiness, prosperity and delight in everybody’s life. In India mainly in WestBengal, a
bunch of magazines get published just before or on the Durga Puja every year. As we are in abroad,
we miss them a lot. So some of our members decided to publish the 1% edition of our magazine
AGOMONI to make the Durga Puja more native. None of us are professional writer but out united
effort and contribution of supporters have made our dream true. This is the first step of Agomoni and
long way to go. We need all of your support and contribution to to make Agomoni much more strong
in future.

We request all of you to participate and make our organization a stronger and more
vibrant one.

May this Durga Puja brings happiness to you and fill your life with joy and prosperity.
Warm wishes on Holy Durga Puja. : '
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Message from ISKCON Japan
Mother Durga is goddess of Supreme Cosmic power. It is pleasure to see Durga Puja is

organized in Tokyo by her devotees.My heartiest congratulation to them !!

N
ISKCON

Jyoti Alkesh
ISKCON Japan

Message from the President’s desk:
What is Important for an Organization?

The answer is very simple and that is UNITY.

We have learned that phrase “Unity is the strength” in our 5" or 6" standards class.

Unity is the state of being undivided, or oneness. This may seem simple, but when you think of
it in the sense that you, as one individual, can become united with and part of something larger
than yourself, it is a very powerful idea. It means that you are not alone, and that by joining with
another person or a group of people, you can achieve much more than you can do by yourself.
Unity is the key. Specifically when we’re talking about an organization it's essential that we get
everyone on the same boat and moving in the right direction with a shared vision, focus,
purpose and direction. When a team comes together they are able to succeed together.

I's not easy to bring people together. Agendas, egos, politics, power struggles, negativity,
energy vampires, poor leadership, mismanagement, complains, a lack of purposed, prevent an
organization from uniting and working at their highest level.

| believe that, it is possible to overcome them for a unified organization. Unity happens when
each person on the organization can clearly see how their personal vision being reflected on
the success of organization and their effort contributes to the overall success of the
organization.

As a president, | wish to request all of our valuable members of Kolkata Cultural Society Japan
(KCSJ) please remained united and help us to weed out the negativity which can sabotage our
vision. Team spirit and group work will give us a lot of satisfaction and encouragement to work
more. Organization will allow us to live in an environment and that is disciplined, committed and
sincere as there will certain be regulations and principles to be followed by everyone in it.

Finally, | want to convey my sincere thanks to all of our valuable members for their hard work
which led to successful release of our magazine “AGOMONI” and making the Durga Puja 2013
a grand success.

| wish ‘Happy Durga Puja to all of you.

Swapan Kumar Biswas
Dated: 2" October 2013
Place: Tokyo
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What Durga Puja Means to Me

Sailaja Saha Sunkari

Durga Puja, more colloquially known as “Dussehra” or “Vijaya Dasami” in south India,
especially in Andhra Pradesh, brings many nostalgic memories to me. With the coming of
“Dussehra”, my mind quickly wanders through the streets bustling with shopping spree families,
trying to load their backs with new clothes for children, new articles for the ‘
house (from kitchen ware to furniture to vehicles ranging from small cycle
to expensive car, to even owning new flat or house), depending on how
fat the master’s purse is and gifts for friends and relatives. It is such a
fancy filled experience to wander through the main bazaar, watching the

shops and streets decorated with colourful lights and people shopping to

their hearts content. Dussehra period is believed to be so auspicious, that
every family tries to acquire some or the other new thing during this festival season with their
savings. This frantic shopping spree continues till Sankranthi (almost 4 months, from October to
January) covering Diwali and Christmas in between.

Born in Vizianagaram, in Coastal Andhra, it is a nice experience to make the home
ready to welcome the goddess Durga, (more popularly known as ammalaganna amma,
muggurammala moolaputamma, meaning mother of the three mothers Lakshmi, Saraswati and
Parvati), by thoroughly cleaning the house, decorating with the best interiors, tying mango
leaves to the main door, putting haldi on the door frame and putting kumkum and rice powder
bindis alternately and big rangolis in the facade. By doing this, the house itself looks like the
face of a newly-wed bride, fresh and beautiful. Isn’t it necessary to make the house ready,
when our daughter (though called amma) is visiting with all her children? The beauty of the
season is enhanced with the new brides visiting maternal home, children visiting grand parents
and busy employees located far and wide coming back to their home land, strengthening their
roots. Especially for children, Dussehra holds a prominent place in hearts as schools declare
about 10 days holidays after quarterly examinations. The ten days are for complete fun,

basking in the love and affection showered by maternal grand parents.

The celebration of dussehra here is much different from that in Bengal. Though, we see
community pujas very similar to that in Bengal now-a-days in Andhra also, due to the migration
of people from different places, mother Durga or Adi-Shakti is worshipped in each and every

house-hold. The worshipping is done in some house-holds by lighting ‘Akhanda Deepam’ (the




Agomoni

diya which continuously lights for nine days and nights) in the puja room and singing ‘Devi Stuti
in the praise of mother Durga. The recitation of “Ayigiri Nandini Nandita Modini Vishnu Vinodini
Nandinute........... ”in groups, by women folk sitting in front of Devi makes one completely lost.
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C— - ?\\) Nine different types of sweet delicacies are offered to mother on each
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» (é—\ A\') day and once again it is time to enjoy the prasadam offered to divine
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! mother. All the Devi temples (Durga as well as 108 sisters of the Adi
)

—

%) shakthi, known as Nookalamma, Mutyalamma, Pyditallamma, Kotamma,
Dandumaramma etc. located in different parts) are decorated with lights
and prayers are offered. Kum kum puja is done to Devi and that kum

; kum is distributed among all the women praying for the long lives of their
husbands. During the nine days (called sarannavaratrulu, the nine nights of the sarath ruthu)
mother Durga is worshipped in different incarnations. The first day, she’s worshipped as
Mahalakshmi, the second day as Gayatri, the third day as Annapurna, the fourth day as Lalitha
Devi, the fifth day as Balatripurasundari, the sixth day as Saraswati, the seventh day as
Rajarajeswari, the eighth day as Durga and the ninth day as Mahishasuramardini. On the ninth
day, astra-shastra puja takes place, in which all instruments (small and big) are cleaned and
worshipped. Lemon decorated with sindur is tied to a thread and hanged in front of the house
for warding off evil powers. All the vehicles shine after thorough washing and with newly tied
lemon and mango leaves as they move on roads by getting puja done in any temple where
presiding diety is the incarnation of sakthi, so that they do not meet with any accident. The
Sami tree (where Arjuna of Mahabhratha hides their astra, before going into vanavasa) is also
worshipped. Otherwise, hectically working people take complete rest and relax for about three
days after navami totally immersed in the celebration by enjoying the delicacies made by the
women folk, visiting sakthi temples to offer prayers and visiting friends and relatives. This ends

the puja period of the nine days.

During these 9 days, most of the households arrange for ‘bommala koluvu ’, where the
toys, idols and other decorative items are placed in the house and invitations are sent for the
neighbours and relatives to visit them. Visiting relatives and neighbours to watch the bommala
koluvu, dressed in the fine clothing along with parents, is a nostalgic experience for every child.
After a lot of effort along with parents, being appreciated by friends, uncles and aunts makes
the child hosting the ‘bommala koluvu’ very proud and instantly he/she forgets all the pain and

looks for hosting the event again.

Another important thing that makes me look for Dussehra is the food that is taken on vijaya

dasami. Otherwise, vegetarian Andhrites, eat non-veg and ‘garelu’ on this day. This is the only
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puja where we rarely find any house hold (rich and poor alike) not cooking non-veg on vijaya
dasami. From the rickshaw puller to high class families, every family cooks chicken or mutton.
In fact, we can see long queues in front of non-veg shops since early morning, waiting for their
turn to take home the meat, so that all the family members can enjoy the meal together. Even
in those communities which do not eat non-veg at all, they have substituent food with
vegetables only, which is considered equivalent to non-veg. This is another aspect that
children love to invite mother Durga, as they know that in the name of mother Durga, they will
get mouth watering non-veg and garelu, that they may not find on other pujas, as non-veg is

strictly prohibited during pujas in Andhra families.

As far as spirituality is concerned, “Dussehra” means, “Dasa-Hora” (celebrating in ten
ways). Mind which is the center of all kinds of
thoughts is compared with mahishasura and Maya,
as the tiger on which Durga sits. Thus sitting on
Maya (Tiger), Durga demolished Mahishasura
(nothing but the mind, the origin of thoughts) by
fighting for nine days, thus attaining victory on the
tenth day. Hence, it is celebrated as vijayadasami.

Also, this period, with the winter slowly setting in is

convenient for the spiritual practices as lot of heat

is generated during practice which is smoothened
by the outside weather. Hence, many practitioners enhance their practices during this period
and try to gain victory over the demons. So, this festival teaches us to attain victory by fighting

with our inner demons by taking maya into our grip. & )

For people living outside home, especially abroad, nothing can replace the feétive
season and the nostalgia associated with it in their homeland. However, having a glance of
mother also brings happiness, though we cannot
live all the memories. During my stay in Tokyo
(2003-2005) after being married to my Bengali
husband, | had the good fortune to see mother
Durga along with her children on her both sides in
the Tokyo Durga Puja. Standing in front of her,

gazing straighgt into her eyes to pray for the well-

being and placing thanks for all that she gave me,
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nothing came into my thought and perception except mother and me. After all, what can stand

between a mother and her child!!
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Letter from India
Durga puja: A sense of Happiness

Department of Chemistry, Banaras Hindu University (Central University), Varanasi 221005.

Dr. Satyen Saha

«qt (VY FTEGCOY, Mrgwesi iefFot., T (v fgrey Rpsicafe =t
Tt (VA1 Py HfeHCAT M2 fFol.. TS AN ANGC A3 T3

During the childhood, the sound of these enthralling chants from the surrounding used to drive
us crazy. Everything goes away, Durga puja comes in mind. The cold breeze in the early
morning, the Kash phul, the sweet smell of shuli flower and beauty of lotus acts as messenger
that Ma Durga is on her way to maternal house. Nothing but joy in an innocent mind of a boy
makes him more active...unbound joy keeps him away from regular studies. Those days
(1970s), parents were equally joyous during the puja time and do not insists study.

Born and brought-up in suburban (Khardah, now in Kolkata), memories of Durga puja time still

hunts me. | still feel that those days were the best and
probably lost forever. During (1992-96) the graduation
and post-graduation from Jadavpur University, Kolkata,
| developed a habit of hopping around puja pandals
with a judge’s eye to choose the best! Even though
those expensive pujas are incomparably better than

that of our locality one, my feeling remained high for

(e N

pUjas are incomparably better
than that of our locality one,

ven though those expensive

my feeling remained high for

the Later,
)

the later. During the puja time, our conversation among friends remain limited to pandel,

lightings, number of puja pandal visited etc. Friend who has seen more number of pujas,

behaves like leader of the day! Higher education forced me to leave my city to move to

Hyderabad (1997-2002). There | used to struggle to get the puja smell while only calendar

shows that it is around. Lucky years were those when
| could get the permission to visit home town during
puja. Hyderabad used to have a few popular pujas
organized mainly by Bengalis, notably the one
organized by Rama Krishana Mission at Tank bund

Road. Nevertheless, the puja environment was far

..it is @ joyous moment for all
people which brings fresh atr
b our Life, helping us to
sustain our journey of Life.

different than that in West Bengal. It did not stimuli this Bengali boy, who expects stronger puja

blow. During this time, the realization came in the mind that Durga puja is more than a religious

activity, rather it is a joyous moment for all people which brings fresh air in our life, helping us to

sustain our journey of life. The joyous environment around makes everybody to forget most of

the problems that an individual suffers in daily life.



Back in April 2002, when | left for Tokyo (to pursue post doctoral research in University of
Tokyo, Hongo campus), one of the main back pull was that | would be losing chance to visit
home town during puja time. When the puja comes, | could sense even though | am
thousands miles away. Yahoo BB of Japan was the only support to feel the sense of Mahalaya.
I still remember | used to connect to internet to listen the original Mahalaya, recited by
legendary Birendra Krishna Bhadra following Indian time. But where are the sounds from the
surroundings! In West Bengal, this mantra echoes everywhere. That significantly enhances the

puja enjoyment. Further, in Tokyo | didn’t find the extra happiness, no extra freshness that can

be attributed due to puja arrival. There, | need to
~ln Tokyo tdidnt finol the

extra happiness, no extra
freshiness that can be

spend from my saved old memories to drive myself to
extra happiness though | am in a far better and

beautiful city, Tokyo. Nevertheless, | have never left i
attributed oue to puja arrival.

any stone unturned to avalil
opportunity to enjoy Durga Puja in
Tokyo. | was lucky to have fantastic
energetic friend like Swapan Biswas
(works in Hitachi). We together used
to visit ‘Tokyo Durgotsov’ (Figure
beside: with my wife in Tokyo Durga
Puja, 2003). Though those were

~

beautiful moments, but quite distinct from /That wmakees nie feel, Ma Durga in

Tokyo has wmuch Less tasks thaw the
Ma Purga tn West Bengal tn full
colorful shining lights stretched along the road filling the demands of minbmunm

make you feel that its different back in India. Krequiremewt for her own child! /
The hunger, depression, suppression gets

pujas back in home. The happy faces of needy

people, sea of moving people, huge idol,

defeated by the universal happiness that Ma Durga enshrine on all of us, irrespective of social
status and caste. In Tokyo, people are usually affluent, almost everything they have for a

reasonably high comfortable daily life. That makes me feel, Ma Durga in Tokyo has much less
tasks than the Ma Durga in West Bengal in full filling the demands of minimum requirement for

her own child! Wish All the best to Kolkata Cultural Society Japan.
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Rajesh Krishna Das
Vice President (KCSJ)

KCSJ wishes a very Happy Durga Puja 2013 to all Indians and Japanese here in Japan.
Once again the Kolkata Cultural Society of Japan Puja Committee prepares to celebrate our
annual festival of Durga Puja .

We have also been celebrating Saraswati Puja over the past many years and from
last year onwards we have started the celebration of Durga Puja and together we promise to
continue this celebration with enormous effort and selfless commitment.

It is the time pending upon the end of the year when the summer draws to a close, best giving
the atmosphere of a festive mood. KCSJ has maintained this sacred tradition through constant
honor, worship, adoration and most importantly devotion. This is the time to care and share, to
love and be loved here again.

Durga Puja festival marks the victory of Goddess Durga over the evil buffalo demon
Mahishasura. Thus, Durga Puja festival epitomizes the victory of Good over Evil.

Durga Puja is celebrated all across India with immense joy.

It is widely celebrated in the Indian states of Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, Tripura and
West Bengal, where it is a five-day annual holiday. In West Bengal and Tripura, which has a
majority of Bengali Hindus, it is the biggest festival of the year. Apart from eastern India, Durga
Puja is also celebrated in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, Kashmir, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala.

Throughout history, India—Japan relations have traditionally been strong. For
centuries, India and Japan have engaged in cultural exchanges, primarily as a result of
Buddhism which spread indirectly from India to Japan, KCSJ’s continuous effort to follow the
same and we take this opportunity to promote our Indian culture in Japan and exchange and
share our views individually with them here in Japan.

Lets once again celebrate the memories of moments we celebrated together and the
moments that have been attached in our heart forever.

May her blessings removes all obstacles from the path of your life and brings in Good
fortune and long lasting happiness for you.

Thanks to all KCSJ members and volunteers for their unconditional support and efforts
to make this happen in Japan.
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Memory of Netaji and my father :
MOTOYUKI NEGISHI

My name is MOTOYUKI NEGISHI, a son of TADAMOTO NEGISHI, who closely worked with
Netaji Subhaschandra Bose.

| was born in 1947 in Tokyo. It is the independence year of India. So my age is the same as
(Republic of) India, 66 years old. The owner of the house where | was born was Mr. SAHAI,
whose daughter is ASHA. She volunteered to RANI OF JHANSI. After my father resigned
Liaison Officer, our family had no house to live in. Mr. SAHAI, who was the VIP of INA, rent his
house in Tokyo to my father.

1957 £

- I'had been lived in India from 1955 to 1958, when | was 7 to 10. | had spent my primary school
. life in Shillong city in Assam. The name of the school was "St. Edmond College”, still remaining
~ there. At that time, | was the only Japanese student in the school, and | think | was the first and
- the last Japanese student of the school. In Shillong city, there were only three Japanese
people; One engineer, my mother and me.

My father lived in INDIA twice. First time was before the World War Il (1933-1938). My parents
married in INDIA. My mother traveled to INDIA to marry my father by steam ship.

My sister was born in 1936. My father’s working experience in India and his soft personality
made Mr. Senda to recommend him for the liaison officer of Netaji later. Next time was after the
war (1954 --1961). That became the second time to live in INDIA for my mother and sister (first
time for me). Three of us move to INDIA next year (1955).
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During the World War Il, Japanese government decided to support and back up the
Independence of India. At that time, Japan had a concept that Asian countries should get
freedom and be independent from strong European countries such as the UK, France and
Netherlands. Chandra Bose (NETAJI) accordingly fled to Germany and there kept agitating
Indians living in Europe for the independence of India. Hitler was not cooperative with him in
the beginning. Meanwhile, the World War Il broke out and soon Japan occupied Singapore.
Knowing this news, NETAJI got eager to return to Asia as soon as possible on the call of
Rasbehari Bose. But there was no means of transportation.

On the other hand, Japan wanted NETA Jl. Many Indian prisoners of war from the battle of
Singapore, once belonged to English Army led by Captain MOHAN SINGH, made “Free Indian
National Army” and needed a strong leader. Then TOJO, the prime minister of Japan, asked
ADOLF HITLER to return NETAJI to Japan. HITLER agreed. NETAJI and HAASAN were sent
off with U-boat to a certain point far offshore of Madagascar in Indian Ocean, where Japanese
big submarine was waiting for them aboard. Both gentlemen came back to the Saban island,
the northernmost island of the Sumatra islands.

With Indian Prime minister Mr. Manmohan Singh & Japanese ex-prime minister Mr. Mori

‘f ,
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In Japan, there were many candidates for the Liaison Officer for NETAJI from military. But they
had worries that the typical boastful attitude of military officers might disturb NETAJI. They were
quite careful in choosing the right person. Finally my father was selected to be the Liaison
Officer for NETAJI when NETAJI was transferred from Germany to Japan. My father was a
civilian and strongly recommended by the Chief Officer SENDA to catch NETAJI ’s heart.

My father and executive officers; Chief Officer SENDA and Colonel YAMAMOTO, who was a
military attaché to German Embassy, welcomed NETAJI in the Saban island. Since then my
father spent his whole time with NETAJI. He accompanied NETAJI three times to Tokyo when
the Greater East Asia Conference was held there. The Prime minister of Japan at that time was
TOJO. He was also the General, chief of military organization. All the audiences of the
conference were deeply impressed by NETAJI's speech full of majesty with his dignified
attitude along with the message of the speech that all colonized Asian countries should become
independent.

One thing that | heard from my father about NETAJI' s greatness was the deepness of
sympathy and the mutual consideration. After the war, when the "Rani of Jhansi" lady troop had
to return to India, NETAJI asked my father to see them off until the train would disappear from
his eyesight. After seeing off the "Rani of Jhansi”, my father reported to NETAJI that train had
safely departed. NETAJI fully expressed his appreciation to my father.

Another impressive event was that NETAJI ordered my father to draw out the rest of the
Japanese military loan. It was a considerable amount of money as much as 80 million yen to
pay the retirement allowance for the provisional government staff.

Lastly, my father handed a very serious telegram, directly to NETAJI. The telegram informed
that Japan had accepted the "Potsdam Declaration". After that, my father followed him to
Saigon from where NETAJI wanted to fly to Japan via Taipei. That was the last time my father
spoke with NETAJI.

Also father said that he learnt an uncommon word "prerogative”, which means a special right or
privilege given to King or Emperor in his last conversation with my father. NETAJI said,
“Japanese are great people and | believe that Japan will revive from devastation of the war”.
That was the word he could never forget in his life.

RENKOJI temple was the onIy one that accepted NETAJI' s ashes. Other temples had refused

’ : #\| because they were afraid of being involved in political
issues. The Third Chief Priest of RENKOJI temple said that
he would continue keeping NETAJI' s ashes until the Indian
; oy Government would take charge of it, and hold a memorial
service on the every anniversary of NETA JI' s death (18" of August). | myself believe the
ashes in Renkoji Temple is genuine.
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My Encounter with Bengal

Megumi Hiromitsu -
Organizing Secretary (KCSJ)

It was the Spring of 2004 that |
visited India for the first time in my life. Still
today, | clearly remember the scenery

spreading in front of my eyes while sitting in -

the yellow taxi that took me from Netaji
Subhas Chandrabose airport to the centre
of Kolkata. As it was a dry season, there
wasn’t that typical Bengali pond and greens
outside, but | immediately got the feel of
difference from Delhi where | spent few

days before coming to Kolkata with my skin. -

My heart was filled with a kind of nostalgic
feeling, ‘I've already known this land.’

The purpose of my visit was to find
a local NGO, which would accept me to
work with. After getting degrees from
different countries, | was working in a NGO

in Washington DC. whose main activity was

forest conservation and human rights of
indigenous people in forests. but as | was

not satisfied with my experience and skills, |

decided to quit the job and go to India to
work in a place where | can brush up my
knowledge and skills so that | would go

back to the US one day and serve better as
a social worker. However, | have to mention -
that there was a pure curiosity within myself

toward Indian culture. | wanted to stay in
India not only for career enhancement, but
also wanted to see the culture and people
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and get into its core. | joined one NGO and
got involved with organic farming training
for the poor farmers and rural development
general. | already had a strong
presentiment in that yellow taxi that | would
stay and work in Bengal.

If | am asked to tell you what | have
experienced and whatever intelligence |
saw in Bengali people in this small space, |
would say that Bengali culture is a ‘culture
of mouth’. Mouths of Bengali people never
stop. It's always moving and serving to its
master. People are either eating, singing or
talking to somebody. Very often people do
two of them at the same time. When you
travel India by a long-distance train, you will
have a chance to see people from different
regions and sometimes you can tell who
are the Bengalis only by looking how much
people’s months are busy.

First of all, eating. Bengal is known
for fish. | met only a few strict vegetarians in
Bengal. People explained me ‘This fish
tastes the best in this season of the year.’,

‘That fish is cooked with these spices...’ etc.

They put good amount of ginger to chai and
enjoy chatting with friends and office
colleagues at tea shops in the late
afternoon.

Bengal is well known for songs and
music. It is not too much to say that you
have no single day when you don’t hear
songs. You will catch the melody of Tagore
songs. It could be from CD shops, windows
of near-by elementary schools or humming
of a housekeeper. There was one thing that
troubled me when | visited local farmers.
Villagers always said, “Oh, didi, please sing
a song of your country”. At first | couldn’t
understand why people in every village
request the same thing! As | am not good at
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singing, it was such a big pressure. Now it’s
a funny memory.

Bengali people like talking. In order
to communicate with villagers, | had to
learn Bengali. | used to take Bengali
classes at Ramakrishna Mission in Gol
Park every week. Mr.Shanti Mukherjee
taught us not only grammars but he also
enjoyed sharing the story of Tagore,
Subhas Chandra Basu etc. Through his
talking, | felt that they are interested not
only in Japanese technology but rather
people have cultural and historic
attachment to Japan.

In Bengali, mouth and face are
expressed with the same word, ‘mukh.’ It
took me a while to get used to this. Now |
have understood in the following way. We
have all five senses in face; sight, hearing,
smell, taste and touch. It is the privilege
given only to us who have body.

During my free time, | started
learning tabla, dance and singing. Now I'm
dancing and teaching Kathak in Tokyo and
Nagoya. Kathak originates in Hindu
Brahman, kathaka, a story-teller. | am
grateful to my Gurus and friends in Kolkata
who led me to this art form that allows me
to enjoy life with mouth and whole body.
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Kaziranga

Manami Das

"Elephants, rhinoceros, deer, tigers ..", | overheard my parents discussing plans to visit a place
called Kaziranga and was quite excited myself. We were travelling to India just after my second
birthday celebrations early this year and were looking forward to all the fun we'd have. My
parents had taken me to different parks and zoos in and around Tokyo and | loved seeing the
animals and birds but this would be the first time | would actually be riding a real elephant!

So on that fine sunny spring morning, as our car sped over the highway from Guwahati through
Nagaon towards Kaziranga, | stared out the window at the scenery of passing villages and
cows grazing over paddy fields and slowly dozed off dreaming of the jungle. When we arrived a
few hours later at our beautiful resort, it felt much cooler than it was at Guwahati and | was
happy to run around and play after being in the car for almost four hours. We went to bed early
that evening while it rained heavily along with thunder and lightning, a bit worried whether the
rain would stop before our elephant ride the next morning.

We awoke early to the sounds of birds chirping. The rain had stopped during the night and our
guide called to say the elephant ride was on! A short jeep ride from our resort and we were at

the edge of Kaziranga National Park, a world heritage site spread across more than four
hundred square kilometers of marshy grassland and tropical forests. Groups of tourists of all
ages atop tamed elephants of all sizes were being ferried back and forth into the jungle and
when our turn came we climbed aboard a wooden platform to sit on a 'howdah' perched over

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Rani, a forty year old elephant who was surely bigger than all the other elephants out there. |
was a little afraid at first but Rani looked at me as if to say "Don't worry Manami, you will be
safe with me". So | climbed up and sure enough felt safe and secure on my mother's lap as
Rani proceeded gently and carefully. Soon we were in the midst of deer and the famous one-
horned rhinoceros grazing in the morning, unmindful of the elephants watching them and the
tourists taking pictures. We went through grasslands and thick forest admiring the scenery all
along and finally it was time to bid goodbye to Rani. We returned to the resort for lunch and an
afternoon nap to recharge ourselves for the evening jeep safari when as per Qutub our guide,
we were to spot a tiger if lucky enough.

In the evening, an open-top jeep ride over a dirt road took us deeper into the forest and we saw
hornbills, blue jays, and storks. Water buffaloes, wild boars, and herds of deer grazed
alongside rhinoceros. Eagles circled over lakes occasionally diving in to catch fishes. A large
herd of wild elephants appeared out of the tall grassland and walked right across the front of

our jeep as we quietly waited for them to pass. There were baby elephants among them being
guarded cautiously by the others as they slowly disappeared once again in their journey to the
other side of the forest. That was the best moment of the trip! We did not see any tigers though,
but | suspect that the tigers were watching us instead. Qutub promised us that the next time we
visit he would make sure we can meet a real tiger. | am not sure | am very keen on that
encounter but | know | will go back to Kaziranga - to hear birds chirping in the morning and to
ride an elephant again!

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Renkoji and Netaji
Dipankar Biswas
Ast. Secretary (KCSJ)

Hired a taxi from Kouenji station to get to Renkoji temple. This temple is not that big
and not well known by common Japanese so only the name wasn’t good enough to describe
taxi driver about our destination. We gave him the address to input in the car navigation. It is
not that far from the station. Only about 15 min walking distance from Koueniji Station but as it
is our first time, we didn’t want to take any risk of wasting time for finding place. There is
another station near by the temple named HigashiKouenji of Marunochi line. It is about 5

minutes walking distance. However we were taken at the front of a small Japanese style temple.

The front gate was open as usual. Every one of us pulled out their cameras to take some

E : snapshot from outside first. Then we entered into the temple ground. Some
different feeling swallowed us as we saw the statue of Netaji at the corner
of the main temple and straight front from the main gate. Yes the great
freedom fighter and our hero Sri Subash Chandra Bose. | was flew away in
the past and started imagine how great this man was. All the history |
learned from my text book in school life or watched in movies came up in
my head. From bottom of my hear an soundless voice came out “Ami
i Gorbito Ami Bangali” its mean | am
! proud to be a Bengali which Netaji
was belong to, yes now | can shout
saying | am proud to be Bengali. All
the fear and weakness disappeared
from my mind. We were 4 in a group
and | am quite sure that everyone had the same feeling.
We started taking photos of every particle in the temple
ground. Then climbed up to the gate of the temple but
found it closed and locked. There was a calling bell
outside the door. | pressed it and a Japanese lady '
answered, she told us that the temple opens for public only ones in a year which is 18" August.
It was 3" May 2013. We weren’t aware about it so got bit desperate as we as well as all Indian
believe that Netaji’'s ashes were interred at Renkop Temple where we are rlght now but just a

. == * step back from it. It is believed that Negaji died in a plane crash

on 18th of August 1945. After his cremation near the crash site
which is Taiwan now, his ashes were brought then interred at
Renkoji Temple. Anyway we spend some times there to recall
Netaji in our mind. Though we couldn’t get into the main temple
where Netaji's ashes are but we spend very good time with
taking photos with Netaji's statue and temple. Sanjeeb, Subrata
and Pallab were with me on that day.

I would like to share the address of the temple for those who want visit.
The address is:
3 Chome -30-20 Wada,
Suginami-ku,
Tokyo 166-0012

My request to all Indian including all Asian who loves Netaji, to visit the Renkoji Temple.
Many of India’s prime ministers like Smt. Indira Gandhi, Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and some
others had visited the temple in different times in the past when they came to Japan. So it is
small but a greatly important temple which have valuable relation with Indian history.
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Our Well-wishers
Embassy of India )
Tokyo, Japan sy sI==Fy
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Vedanta Society of Japan /P

(A Branch of the Ramakrishna Mission) ISKCON

L » -
THE JAPAN-INDIA ASSOCIATION 4 / A PR LA~
Fublic Interest Incorporated Foundatio H m'_

HELIESE0 \ - - - | —
: _ (S5 ST 45— RWME |
India-Japan Cultural Exchange MITHILA MUSEUM -

gfnamm Relationship beyond banking.

State Bank of India Japan

With you - all the way
<METIS

Global partner in your business

TEL: 03-3676-4006 , 090-1836-4159
http://www.metis-japan.com
Email: jjahir@metis-japan.com
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Cricket team in Japan (KCSJ)

Kolkata Cultural Society Japan
http://kcs-japan.com/sports/cricket

cricket@kcs-japan.com

KCSJ have a strong cricket team named Bengal Samurai.

Recent success:

KCSJ India Vs Warabi Warror
Bangladesh Cricket Match was held on
23" June 2013 at Warabi. KCSJ India
had a comfortable win over Warabi
Bangladesh in a 20 over limited match.
KCSJ India bated first and made 101
runs all out in 20 overs. Bangladesh
finished 20 overs with 91 runs for the
fall of 9 wickets. The match was graced
by the Ambassador of Bangladesh in
Japan.
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Air India to India from Narita ﬁ E—

zZare SISyy
B-777 to operate from Narita to Delhi NONSTOP LAY RIS
3 flights weekly with FIRST and EXECUTIVE Class

Good Connection to All Domestic Indian Stations

B 7 (Tokyo):

¥ #9(Reservation):
TEL:03-3508-0261
FAX:03-3508-0265
E¥(Cargo):
TEL:0476-34-8262
FAX:0476-34-8284

Bl A 28 #(Narita Airport)
TEL:0476-34-8261

FAX:0476-34-8284

= % B o “i EE
ﬁ BZZIE ST =gy
EREET LTSS Homepage:
O http://www.airindia.in (English)
7
AT g http://www.airindia-jp.com (Japanese)

N
-

Best Wishes | Durga Puja 2013
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- g:namlndia Relationship beyond banking. 6 @

http://www.boijapan.com AR N ARer

Bank of India

Postal Address:

Tokyo Branch

Bank of India,

Marunouchi Nakadon Building

Contact:

Phone: (03) 3212-0911
Fax: (03) 3214-8667, 3212-3461 Banklng
-3 Marunouchi 2chome, Chivoda Ku S“‘”"[: BKIDJAJT “qe e
T Japan " |JE-mail: boitok@gol.com Facilities

Tokyo 100-0005 Japan
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PADMA halal food

President: Badal Chaklader
E-Mail: badaI@Padma -tr.com

Shop:

2-29-2 Higashi-Kanamachi
Katsushika-ku, Tokyo.

Tel:

048-950-5050
03-5699-1796

Shop :
2-29-2 Higashi Kanamachi
Katsushikaku. Tokvo
el « 03-5699-1705

~ 03-5699-1796

Office
\’\asui { b 30-4

Misato Clity, Saitama
Tel: 048-050-5050

E-mail: badal@padma-tr.com

Fax: 048-950-5057
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Rathak Lance

- Classical kathak dance
* Iltems on Bengali music
* Bollywood

Contact: Ms. Megumi Hiromitsd , , 1Y

http://ashirbad2paramita.web.fg?" om. 7
090-9375-8017 ashirbad.m&gUmi@me.com* & S :3\
‘3 “ S . :.‘\
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& PRAHLAD BARMAN

President

INTERNATIONAL

Whole Sale&Retails #57 = B D%
Mobile Phone, iPhone, Computers&Calling Card!

R A ok EXPORT

G&J International Co.,Ltd New&USED car
G&J A > Z—F 3 a F sS4t Lions-Mansion 404, 2-4-5,
T169-0073 Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku,
EREHERXE NI 2-4-5-404 Tokyo 169-0073 Japan
Tel/Fax: 03-6908-5889 Tel/Fax: 03-6908-5889
Mobile:090-2856-5280 Mobile:090-2856-5280

E-Mail : smo_barman@y
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B1.Lions Plaza Machiya
3-2-1 Arakawaku Tokyo

Lunch: 11:50-14:00(L.O.)
Dinner: 17:30-22:30(L.O.)

Phone: 03-3800-1636

7KHBETE{R Closed on Wednesday . ‘:’:i; i:’ ;;: ”:5 %
Machiya station

Netiworke
o are every where with you

YENI4%0~ Madeijopm YENA4S00  YEN 8,900 YEN14900~Video Goment

Web: www.

Tel: 03-6907-0883
Cell: 080-4071-3601 (S.B)
Coming soon Email: abn.co.ltd1214@gmail.com
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SKY INTERNATIONAL CO. LTD,
Akabane, Fuji BLDG, 2F
Akabane 2-20-3, Kita-ku
Post : 115-0045, Tokyo, Japan
Tel : 03-5249-5239, Mobile: 090-5527- 3590

9 Fax: 03-5249-5238

RICE (koshl hikari) 30kg ¥9000 JI

3 ——
[ www.skyhalalfood.com || Phone: 03 5249 5239 / 08047333590
§Welcome to e

Indo Bazaar.

ACormplete Stioppia Gerter. ©

‘f/bl('f—lb

Free delivery on orders over ¥8,000

Indo Bazaar offeres

Indian groceries and Indo Bazaar
5-20-6. Kamata, Ota-ku, Tokyo Japan

spices,rices,atta, TEL:03-5744-7834
FAX:03-5744-7835
beans, and so on. E-Mail:mail@indobazaar.com

htto://www. htto://indobazaar.com

| Foods & Spices for every type of Indian Cooking.
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Remlttanc

@Hcﬂ Menay:

INDIA

AND OVERSEAS FAST, RELIABLE& SECURE

¢ Reasonable Service Charge & Good Rates
» Cash payment & Account deposit avallable!

T AR B
KYODA' Remittance Card AT 'C"ﬂﬁ? q‘[{$¢]§' ;\@,,ooo e
39 WTE Yo NfAT5T TFINDIATS
- NEH ||
\w Cash pickup by & I“’Iczll'le:yGram ‘ Bank depasit by -E_'l_ m&,}
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INDIA CALL CENTER: 03-6869-6070 (1000 am 1w 6:30 om)

D KY ODA l SoftBank No.: 080-4135-6250 / 000-6547-1492 (Hrak)
FAX.03-6908-7891 e-mail: india@kyodai.cojp /
_ | y a \

UNIDOS Co.Ltd. KYODAI GOTANDA 7141-0022 Tokyo-fo, Shinagawa-Ku,

Registration Number of Fund Transfer Agent: : : &
HEAD OF KANTO REGIONAL FINANCE Higashi Gotanda 1-13-12, COI Goianda Bldg. 6F.
BUREAU 00004 KYODAI SHINJUKU T169-0073. Tokyo-to Shinjuku-ku, 1.1

Hyakunin-cho 2-4-8 Stairs Bldg. 2F.

= KANAGAWA KEN:Yamato = AICHI: Nagoya oo
« FUKUOKA KEN:Hakata = GUNMA KEN - Isesaki, Ota, Ozumi & moneyGram.
+TOCHIG! KEN - Oyama ey e

® 03-6869-6003 (English) = 03-3280-1029 (F14%#)

www.kyodalremittance.com

F www. acebook.com/kyodairemittance



